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European foreword 

The text of ISO 17706:2003 has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 216 "Footwear” of the 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and has been taken over as EN ISO 17706:2018 by 
Technical Committee CEN/TC 309 “Footwear” the secretariat of which is held by UNE. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by April 2019, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by April 2019. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 13522:2001. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Turkey and the United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 17706:2003 has been approved by CEN as EN ISO 17706:2018 without any modification. 
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Foreword

This European Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 309 "Footwear", the secretariat of
which is held by AENOR.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by June 2002, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by
June 2002.

This European Standard is based on the IULTCS/IUP 6 method (the International Standard ISO 3376:1976
"Leather. Determination of tensile strength and elongation").

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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1 Scope

This standard specifies a test method for determining the force required to break a test specimen from uppers
irrespective of the material, in order to asses the suitability for the end use.

2 Normative references

This European Standard incorporates by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications. These
normative references are cited at the appropriate places in the text, and the publications are listed hereafter. For
dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications apply to this European
Standard only when incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For undated references the latest edition of the
publication referred to applies (including amendments).

EN 12222, Footwear - Standard atmospheres for conditioning and testing of footwear and components for
footwear.

EN ISO 7500-1, Metallic materials – Verification of static uniaxial testing machines - Part 1: Tension/compression
testing machines – Verification and calibration of the force-measuring system (ISO 7500-1:1999).

EN 13400, Footwear - Sampling location, preparation and duration of conditioning of samples and test pieces.

prEN 12987, Leather - Chemical, physical and mechanical and fastness tests – Sampling.

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this European Standard, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
breaking strength
maximum tensile stress recorded in extending a test piece to breaking point

3.2
tensile elongation
tensile strain in the test length at breaking

3.3
upper
materials forming the outer face of the footwear which is attached to the sole assembly and covers the upper dorsal
surface of the foot. In the case of boots this also includes the outer face of the material covering the leg. Only the
materials that are visible are included, no account should be taken of underlying materials

3.4
complete upper assembly
finished upper, fully seamed, joined or laminated as appropriate, comprising the centre material and any lining(s)
together with all components such as interlinings, adhesives, membranes, foams or reinforcements, but excluding
toe puffs and stiffeners

NOTE The complete upper assembly may be flat, 2-dimensional or comprise lasted upper in the final footwear.

3.5
thick leather
leather with a thickness greater than 2 mm
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