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Foreword 

The text of document 111/302/FDIS, future edition 1 of IEC 62542, prepared by IEC TC 111 
"Environmental standardization for electrical and electronic products and systems" was submitted to 
the IEC-CENELEC parallel vote and approved by CENELEC as EN 62542:2013. 

The following dates are fixed: 

• latest date by which the document has 
to be implemented at national level by 
publication of an identical national 
standard or by endorsement 

(dop) 2014-05-01 

• latest date by which the national 
standards conflicting with the 
document have to be withdrawn 

(dow) 2016-08-01 

 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CENELEC [and/or CEN] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such 
patent rights. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of the International Standard IEC 62542:2013 was approved by CENELEC as a European 
Standard without any modification. 

In the official version, for Bibliography, the following notes have to be added for the standards 
indicated: 

IEC 62075:2012 NOTE   Harmonised as EN 62075:2012 (not modified). 

IEC 62321:2008 NOTE   Harmonised as EN 62321:2009 (not modified). 

IEC 62430:2009 NOTE   Harmonised as EN 62430:2009 (not modified). 

IEC 62474:2012 NOTE   Harmonised as EN 62474:2012 (not modified). 

ISO 9000:2005 NOTE   Harmonised as EN ISO 9000:2005 (not modified). 

ISO 14001:2004 NOTE   Harmonised as EN ISO 14001:2004 (not modified). 

ISO 14021:1999 NOTE   Harmonised as EN ISO 14021:2001 (not modified). 

ISO 14040:2006 NOTE   Harmonised as EN ISO 14040:2006 (not modified). 

ISO 14050:2009 NOTE   Harmonised as EN ISO 14050:2010 (not modified). 
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  Annex ZA  
(normative)  

Normative references to international publications 
with their corresponding European publications  

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are 
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated 
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.  

NOTE   When an international publication has been modified by common modifications, indicated by (mod), the relevant EN/HD 
applies.  
  

Publication Year Title EN/HD Year 
IEC Guide 108 - Guidelines for ensuring the coherency of IEC 

publications - Application of horizontal 
standards 

- - 
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INTRODUCTION 

The definitions noted in this International Standard are intended to be considered by all new 
and existing IEC standards under maintenance that are meant to fulfil standardization needs, 
associated directly or indirectly, with an environmental topic or which may reference 
environmental aspects/impacts, even if the standard is not exclusively an environmental one. 
In addition this standard aims to utilise and harmonize definitions in other related documents. 

This standard will be updated periodically as relevant international standardization documents 
evolve. 

Wherever possible, the terms and definitions included herein have been taken from other IEC 
or ISO deliverables, either verbatim or modified if appropriate so as to make them suitable for 
use in a wide range of IEC deliverables on environmental matters. This standard also contains 
definitions for terms that are likely to be required by IEC deliverables on environmental 
matters, but are not yet described elsewhere. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDIZATION FOR ELECTRICAL  
AND ELECTRONIC PRODUCTS AND SYSTEMS –  

GLOSSARY OF TERMS  
 
 
 

1 Scope 

This International Standard specifies generic terms and definitions that are related to 
environmental standardization within the IEC. It serves as a glossary of terminology to be 
considered for environmental aspects of relevant work in IEC. 

The terms cover environmental issues that are relevant for electrotechnical products across 
all product life cycle stages, including but not limited to 

• design and supply chain aspects in general, 

• use and declaration of materials, 

• analytics of environmentally relevant substances, 

• aspects relating to climate protection, 

• power consumption and energy efficiency, 

• environmental information, 

• end of life treatment. 

This horizontal standard is primarily intended for use by technical committees in the 
preparation of standards in accordance with the principles laid down in IEC Guide 108. 

One of the responsibilities of a technical committee is, wherever applicable, to make use of 
horizontal standards in the preparation of its publications.  The contents of this horizontal 
standard will not apply unless specifically referred to or included in the relevant publications. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and 
are indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any 
amendments) applies. 

Guide 108, Guidelines for ensuring the coherency of IEC publications – Application of 
horizontal standards 

3 General terms relating to environmental protection and management 

3.1  
design and development 
activities that take an idea or requirement and transform these into a product 

Note 1 to entry: The process of design and development usually follows a series of defined steps starting with an 
initial idea, transforming that into a formal specification, and resulting in the creation of a working prototype and 
whatever documentation is required to support production of the goods or provision of the service. 

[SOURCE: IEC 62430:2009, definition 3.1] 
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