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Foreword 

This document (EN 81-31:2010) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 10 “Lifts, escalators 
and moving walks”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by October 2010, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn 
at the latest by October 2010. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s). 

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document. 

This standard is a part of the EN 81 series of standards, which covers safety rules for the construction and 
installation of lifts. See CEN/TR 81-10. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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0 Introduction 

0.1 General 

0.1.1 The object of this European Standard is to give safety rules related to the construction and 
installation of accessible goods only lifts, with a view to safeguarding persons and objects against the risk of 
accidents associated with the use, maintenance and emergency operation of accessible goods only lifts. 

This document is a type C standard as specified in EN ISO 12100-1. 

The accessible goods only lift installation concerned and the extent to which hazards, hazardous situations 
and events are covered are indicated in the scope of this document. 

When provisions of this type C standard are different to those, which are stated in type A or B standards, the 
provisions of this type C standard take precedence over the provisions of the other standards, for machines 
that have been designed and built according to the provisions of this type C standard. 

0.1.2 The following are to be safeguarded: 

a) persons such as: 

1) operators and users; 

2) maintenance personnel; 

3) persons in the near vicinity, outside the accessible goods only lift well, the machine room/spaces 
and pulley room/spaces (if any); 

b) objects such as components of the accessible goods only lift installation and load inside the load 
carrying unit; 

c) building parts (see 0.2.5) such as those parts of the building which are directly associated with the 
accessible goods only lift. 

0.2 Principles 

0.2.1 In drawing up this European Standard the following have been used: 

0.2.2 This European Standard does not repeat all the general technical rules applicable to every electrical, 
mechanical, or building construction including the protection of building elements against fire. 

0.2.3 This European Standard addresses the essential safety requirements of the Machinery Directive 
including those related to the well and machinery spaces, excluding any other requirement for the building. 

There can be in some countries regulations for the construction of buildings, etc,. which cannot be ignored. 
Typical clauses affected by this are those defining minimum values for the height of the machine and pulley 
rooms and for their access doors dimensions. 

0.2.4 When the weight, size and/or shape of components of the machinery prevent them from being 
moved by hand, they are either: 

a) fitted with attachments for lifting gear; or 

b) designed so that they can be fitted with such attachments (e.g. by means of threaded holes); or 
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