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Foreword 

This document (EN ISO 1043-2:2011) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 61 "Plastics" in 
collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC 249 “Plastics” the secretariat of which is held by NBN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by May 2012, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the 
latest by May 2012. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN ISO 1043-2:2001. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 1043-2:2011 has been approved by CEN as a EN ISO 1043-2:2011 without any modification. 
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Plastics — Symbols and abbreviated terms — 

Part 2: 
Fillers and reinforcing materials 

1 Scope 

This part of ISO 1043 specifies uniform symbols for terms referring to fillers and reinforcing materials. It 
includes only those symbols that have come into established use, and its main aim is both to prevent the 
occurrence of more than one symbol for a given filler or reinforcing material and to prevent a given symbol 
being interpreted in more than one way. 

NOTE For symbols and abbreviated terms for basic polymers and their special characteristics, see ISO 1043-1, for 
plasticizers see ISO 1043-3, and, for flame retardants, see ISO 1043-4. 

2 Use of the symbols 

2.1 The symbols for fillers and reinforcing materials are specified in Subclause 3.1 and the symbols for their 
form and/or structure are specified in Subclause 3.2. 

2.2 Only capital letters shall be used, except for chemical symbols. 

2.3 The type of filler or reinforcing material shall be represented by the first letter and its physical form or 
structure by the second letter. 

NOTE There are exceptions requiring the use of one or more further letters, as indicated in Tables 1 and 2. 

EXAMPLE 1 GF is the symbol for glass in the form of fibre. 

EXAMPLE 2 GCM is the symbol for glass in the form of chopped-strand mat. 

2.4 Mixtures of materials or forms may be indicated by combining the relevant symbols using a “+” sign and 
enclosing the whole in parentheses. 

There should be no space before or after the “+” sign. 

EXAMPLE (GF+MD) is the symbol for a mixture of glass fibres (GF) and mineral powder (MD). 

2.5 The further information required for metals shall be indicated by the chemical symbol in parentheses. 

EXAMPLE MED(Al) is the symbol for aluminium powder. 
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