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European foreword 

This document (EN 17520:2021) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 136 “Sports, 
playground and other recreational facilities and equipment”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by May 2022, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by May 2022. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document has been prepared under a Standardization Request given to CEN by the European 
Commission and the European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU 
Regulation(s). 

For relationship with EU Regulation(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this 
document. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United 
Kingdom.. 
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Introduction 

The text of this document is based on the former UIAA-Standard 109:2018 (Union Internationale des 
Associations d'Alpinisme/ International Climbing and Mountaineering Federation), which was developed 
with international participation. 

This document is part of a series of standards on mountaineering equipment, see Annex A. 
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1 Scope 

This document specifies safety requirements and test methods for lanyards intended to be the primary 
connection between the climber and the belay stance with the ability to withstand a dynamic impact. 
Lanyards intended only for positioning (e.g. daisy chain) or energy absorption in via ferrata or lanyards 
for rope courses are not covered by this document. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 362:2004, Personal protective equipment against falls from a height — Connectors 

EN 892:2012+A1:2016, Mountaineering equipment — Dynamic mountaineering ropes — Safety 
requirements and test methods 

EN 12275:2013, Mountaineering equipment — Connectors — Safety requirements and test methods 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

ISO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses: 

— IEC Electropedia: available at https://www.electropedia.org/ 

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp 

3.1 
personal belay lanyard 
flexible connecting element able to absorb energy in case of fall, with at least two connecting points, used 
to connect the user's harness to the belay stance and if relevant to a climbing device (e. g. descender, 
progress capture device) 

3.2 
adjustable personal belay lanyard 
personal belay lanyard whose length is intended to be adjusted using the manufacturer’s instructions and 
information 

3.3 
multi-arms personal belay lanyard 
personal belay lanyard with a maximum of two arms fitted with connecting points, one or both arms may 
be adjustable 

Note 1 to entry: See Figure 1 for an example. 
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