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European foreword 

The text of ISO 23590:2020 has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 255 "Biogas” of the 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and has been taken over as EN ISO 23590:2021 by 
Technical Committee CEN/TC 408 “Natural gas and biomethane for use in transport and biomethane for 
injection in the natural gas grid” the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2022, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by June 2022. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of 
North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the 
United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 23590:2020 has been approved by CEN as EN ISO 23590:2021 without any modification. 
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www .iso .org/ directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www .iso .org/ patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see www .iso .org/ 
iso/ foreword .html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 255, Biogas.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www .iso .org/ members .html.
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Introduction

A household biogas system processes organic waste such as food scraps and manure into biogas which 
can be used for cooking, and into digestate that is convertible to natural fertilizer which can be used for 
gardening or soil improvement.

Biogas is a flammable gas, mainly composed of methane and carbon dioxide, generated by the anaerobic 
fermentation (without oxygen) of organic matter.

A household biogas system operates as a continuous-flow system, i.e. organic waste is fed in one end, 
and the gas and fertilizer are emitted from the other. The generated biogas is filtered to remove any 
unpleasant odours and toxic gases.

The digestate can be sanitized to reduce the amount of active pathogens in the effluent.

This document for Household Biogas Systems covers the small sized production and output of biogas 
for personal use in homes, kitchens, small farms, etc.

This document is applicable to all types and styles of household biogas systems, and it does not address 
any particular manufacturer of household biogas systems.
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Household biogas system requirements: design, 
installation, operation, maintenance and safety

1 Scope

This document covers the requirements for the design, installation, operation, maintenance and the 
safety of Household Biogas Systems (HBSs), producing biogas in an amount equivalent to an installation 
capacity of less than 100 MWh per year.

The document applies to HBSs comprising of pipeline and equipment with pressure levels of less 
than 5 kPa.

Any equipment or appliances connected to an HBS or utilizing the biogas energy of an HBS are not a 
part of the scope of this document.

2 Normative References

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

3	 Terms	and	Definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

ISO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https:// www .iso .org/ obp

— IEC Electropedia: available at http:// www .electropedia .org/ 

3.1
anaerobic digestion
biological conversion of biodegradable materials by micro-organisms in the absence of oxygen creating 
two main products: biogas (3.2) and digestate (3.6)

[SOURCE: ISO 20675:2018, 3.1]

3.2
biogas
gas produced by anaerobic digestion of organic matter without further upgrading or purification

[SOURCE: ISO 20675:2018, 3.2, modified — 'gasification of biomass or power to gas from biomass 
sources' removed.]

3.3
biogas installation
installation including its pipelines, pipes and accessories for anaerobic digestion of biomass (3.5)

[SOURCE: ISO 20675:2018, 3.5, modified — 'gasification of biomass and waste, upgrading of biogas, 
liquefaction of biogas, storage of CO2, storage of auxiliaries, storage of biomass and digestate' removed.]
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