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Foreword 

This document (EN ISO 11591:2011) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 188 "Small craft". 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by March 2012, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by March 2012. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN ISO 11591:2000. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive. 

For relationship with EU Directive, see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 11591:2011 has been approved by CEN as a EN ISO 11591:2011 without any modification. 
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Annex ZA 
(informative)  

 
Relationship between this European Standard and the Essential 
Requirements of EU Directive 94/25/EC as amended by Directive 

2003/44/EC 

This European Standard has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission to 
provide one means of conforming to Essential Requirements of the New Approach Directive 94/25/EC as 
amended by Directive 2003/44/EC. 
 
Once this standard is cited in the Official Journal of the European Union under that Directive and has been 
implemented as a national standard in at least one Member State, compliance with the normative clauses of 
this standard given in Table ZA.1 confers, within the limits of the scope of this standard, a presumption of 
conformity with the corresponding Essential Requirements of that Directive and associated EFTA regulations.  
 

Table ZA.1 — Correspondence between this European Standard and Directive 94/25/EC as amended 
by Directive 2003/44/EC 

 
Clause(s)/sub-clause(s) of this 

European Standard 
Essential requirements (ERs) of EU 
Directive 94/25/EC as amended by 

Directive 2003/44/EC 

Qualifying remarks/Notes 

All clauses 2.4 of Annex I 

Visibility from the main steering 
position 

Excludes sailing craft and tiller steered 
craft with a maximum speed less than 
10 knots. 

Clause 7 2.4 of Annex I 

Owner’s manual 

 

 
 
WARNING — Other requirements and other EU Directives may be applicable to the products falling 
within the scope of this standard. 

EVS-EN ISO 11591:2011
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 11591:2011(E)

Small craft, engine-driven — Field of vision from helm position

1 Scope

This International Standard specifies requirements for the field of vision from the helm position, forward and 
astern, in engine-driven small craft of up to 24 m length of hull.

It is not applicable to:

— tiller-steered craft (3.10) with maximum speed less than 10 knots;

— sailing craft (3.11).

NOTE Small engine driven craft can be operated in a manner and at certain speeds causing trim angles such that 
vision forward is temporarily obscured. This International Standard cannot assure that a craft can be operated without some 
temporary loss of vision from the helm position while operating at high trim angles during the transition from displacement 
to planing mode.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document 
(including any amendments) applies.

ISO 3538:1997, Road vehicles — Safety glazing materials — Test methods for optical properties

ISO 7000:2004, Graphical symbols for use on equipment — Index and synopsis

ISO 8666, Small craft — Principal data

ISO 11192, Small craft — Graphical symbols

ISO 11592, Small craft less than 8 m length of hull — Determination of maximum propulsion power rating

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
high eye position
〈helmsman in standing position〉 position 1 730 mm above the surface on which the helmsman stands, 400 mm 
from the centre of the steering-wheel rim

See Figure 1.

3.2
high eye position
〈helmsman in seated position〉 position 840 mm above the intersection of the compressed seat and the seat 
back, 400 mm from the centre of the steering-wheel rim

See Figure 2.
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