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ISO 13478: 1997(E) 

Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide 
federation of national Standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of 
preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Esch member body interested in a subject for which 
a technical committee has been established has the right to be represented 
on that committee. International organizations, governmentaj and non- 
governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take patt in the work. ISO 
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission . 
(IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are 
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International 
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting 
a vote. 

International Standard ISO 13478 was prepared by Technical Committee 
ISOfTC 138, Plastics pipes, fittings and valves for the transport of fluids, 
Subcommittee SC 5, General properties of pipes, fittings and valves of 
plastic materials and their accessories - Test methods and basic 
specifica tions. 

Annexes A and B form an integral patt of this International Standard. 
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~~~ 
INTERNATIONAL STANDARD @ ISO ISO 13478: 1997(E) 

Thermoplastics pipes for the conveyance of fluids - 
Determination of resistance to rapid Crack propagation (RCP) - 
Full-scale test (FST) 

1 Scope 

This International Standard specifies a full-scale method of test for determination of arrest or propagation of a Crack 
initiated in a thermoplastics pipe at a specified temperature and internal pressure. 

lt is applicable to the assessment of the Performance of thermoplastics pipes intended for the supply of gases or 
liquids, in the latter case when air may also be present in the Pipe. 

2 Normative references 

The following Standards contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of this 
International Standard. At the time of publication, the editions indicated were valid. All Standards are subject to 
revision, and Parties to agreements based on this International Standard are encouraged to investigate the 
possibility of applying the most recent editions of the Standards indicated below. Members of IEC and ISO maintain 
registers of currently valid International Standards. 

ISO 1167:1996, Thermoplastics pipes for the conveyance of fluids - ßesistance to internal pressure - Test 
method. 

ISO 3126:i 974, Plastics pipes - Measurement of dimensions. 

ISO 11922-1 :1997, Thermoplastics pipes for the conveyance of fluids - Dimensions and tolerantes - Parf 1: 
Metric series. 

3 Definitions 

For the purposes of this International Standard, the definitions given in ISO 11922-1 apply. 

4 Principle 

A thermoplastics Pipe, maintained at a specified temperature and containing a fluid at a specified test pressure, is 
subjected to an impact designed to initiate a Crack. 
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