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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

International Standard ISO 14024 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 207, Environmental management,
Subcommittee SC 3, Environmental labelling.
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Introduction

There are a number of approaches to environmental labelling. This International Standard relates to Type I
environmental labelling programmes which award their environmental label to products which meet a set of
predetermined requirements. The label thus identifies products which are determined to be environmentally
preferable within a particular product category.

Type I environmental labelling programmes are voluntary, can be operated by public or private agencies and can be
national, regional or international in nature.
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Environmental labels and declarations — Type I
environmental labelling — Principles and procedures

1 Scope

This International Standard establishes the principles and procedures for developing Type I environmental labelling
programmes, including the selection of product categories, product environmental criteria and product function
characteristics; and for assessing and demonstrating compliance. This International Standard also establishes the
certification procedures for awarding the label.

2 Normative reference

The following normative document contains provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of
this International Standard. For dated references, subsequent amendments to, or revisions of, any of these
publications do not apply. However, parties to agreements based on this International Standard are encouraged to
investigate the possibility of applying the most recent edition of the normative document indicated below. For
undated references, the latest edition of the normative document referred to applies. Members of ISO and IEC
maintain registers of currently valid International Standards.

ISO 14020:1998,  Environmental labels and declarations — General principles.

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this International Standard, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
Type I environmental labelling programme
voluntary, multiple-criteria-based third party programme that awards a licence which authorizes the use of
environmental labels on products indicating overall environmental preferability of a product within a particular
product category based on life cycle considerations

3.2
product
any goods or service

3.3
product category
group of products which have equivalent function

3.4
product environmental criteria
environmental requirements that the product shall meet in order to be awarded an environmental label

3.5
product function characteristic
attribute or characteristic in the performance and use of a product
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