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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represefted on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, a ke part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on tters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are &ted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards ted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International dard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility #12t some of the elements of this International Standard may be the subject of
patent rights. 1ISO shall not be held re@nsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard SO 3901 Was/ﬁrepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 46, Information and
documentation, Subcommittee SC 9, Preseo@y'on, identification and description of documents.

This second edition cancels and replaces the fi@edition (ISO 3901:1986), which has been technically revised.

Annex A forms a normative part of this Internatioﬁ%andard. Annex B is for information only.
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Introduction

The International Standard Recording Code (ISRC) provides a means of identifying audio recordings and music
video recordings internationally.

An ISRC identifies the%rding throughout its life and is intended for use by producers of recordings as well as by
copyright organization ,5adcasting organizations, media libraries and archives, etc.
/¢
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 3901:2001(E)

Information and documentation — International Standard
Recording Code (ISRC)

1 Scope )6\/.

The purpose of this Intern@gal Standard is to define and promote the use of a standard code for the unique
identification of recordings. O

The International Standard Recssging Code (ISRC) may be applied to audio recordings and music video recordings
regardless of whether they are i logue or digital formats. The ISRC shall not be used for the numbering of
audio or audiovisual carriers (e.g. € act discs or videocassettes).

Q

Audiovisual recordings, other than mua?v'deo recordings produced in conjunction with an audio recording, are
excluded from the scope of this Inter aﬂénal Standard. Such audiovisual recordings should be assigned an
International Standard Audiovisual Number@f\N) in accordance with ISO 15706.

2 Normative reference *O/,

The following normative document contains provisio ich, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of
this International Standard. For dated references, s guent amendments to, or revisions of, any of these
publications do not apply. However, parties to agreemen@ sed on this International Standard are encouraged to
investigate the possibility of applying the most recent e@ of the normative document indicated below. For
@1t referred to applies. Members of ISO and IEC

Q

ISO 3166-1, Codes for the representation of names of countries a ®eir subdivisions — Part 1: Country codes
S

For the purposes of this International Standard the following terms and definQﬁs :’;\pply.

3.1 ;A

country code
code that identifies the country in which the home office of the registrant for the rec@ﬁis located at the time the
ISRC is assigned @

3.2

music video recording

audiovisual fixation of which the audio component consists wholly or substantially of a recording of a performance
of a musical work or works

undated references, the latest edition of the normative do
maintain registers of currently valid International Standards.

3 Terms and definitions

NOTE In most cases such an audio component is produced in conjunction with a separately issued sound recording.

3.3

recording

result of a recording process independent of the type and number of audio or audiovisual carriers and technology
used

© 1SO 2001 - All rights reserved 1



