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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of 
national Standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International 
Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical committees. Esch member body 
interested in a subject for which a technical committee hasbeen established has the right 
to be represented on that committee. International Organizations, govemmental and non- 
govemmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely 
with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization. 

. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committecs are circulated to the 
member bodies for voting. Publication as an International Standard requires approval by 
at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

International Standard ISO 7372 was prepared by the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UN/ECE) as UN/ECE document ECE/TRADE/TDED(93) and 
adopted by TechnicaI Committee ISO/TC 154, Documents and data elements in 
Administration, Commerce and Industry; and is maintained by a joint ISO-UN/ECE 
Maintenance Agency (see section 2). 

Volume 1 of the Directory 
and D of this International 

7372. Annexes A, B, C constitute International Standard ISO 
Standard are for information only. 

Volume 11 includes the User Code List. The preparation and maintenance of Vol. 11 is an 
activity of the UN/ECE. 

Volume 111 is a Compendium of Trade Facilitation Recommendations. The preparation 
and maintenance of Vol. 111 is a joint activity of the UN/ECE and the UN Conference on 
trade and Development (UNCTAD), Special Programme for Trade Efficiency (SPTE). 

UN/ECE (1993) page iii 

This document is a preview generated by EVS



ISO 7372 : 1993 

CONTENTS 

VOLI.mm I STANDARD DATA ELEMENTS 

1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1. scope 
1.2. References 

1.2.1. International Standards 
1.2.2. UN/ECE Recommendations 

1.3. Definitions 
1.4. Abbreviations 
1.5. Character sets 
1.6. Explanation of the contents of the Directory 
1.7. Presentation of data elements in the Directory 
1.8. Categories of data elements, allocation of identifiers (tags) 
1.9. Data element issue numbering 
1.10. Availability of the UNTDED and ISO 7372 

2. MAINTENANCE OF THE TRADE DATA ELEMENTS DIRECTORY 
2.1. Maintenance of the Trade Data Elements Directory/ 

ISO 7372 Maintenance Agency 
2.1.1. Introduction 
2.1.2. 
2.1.3. 

2.1.4. 

Role of the Maintenance Agency 
Membership 
2.1.3.1. 
2.1.3.2. 

Inter-govemmental and non-govemmental Wies 
International Organkation for Standardkation 

2.1.3.3. Associate members 
2.1.3.4. Extemal expertise 
2.1.3.5. Maintenance 

Rules of procedure 
2.1.4.1. 
2.1.4.2. 

Agency secretariat WAS) 

Proposals for changes, additions or deletions 
Changes to UNTDED 

2.1.4.2.1. Change of the name or description 
of an existing data element 

2.1.4.2.2.Change in the concept of a data element 

7 

7 
7 

UN/ECE (1993) page iv 

This document is a preview generated by EVS



ISO 7372 : 1993 

2.1.4.2.3. Addition of data elements 
2.1.4.2.4.Deletion of data elements 

2.1.5. Consultation of members of the MA 
2.1.6. Voting procedures 
2.1.7. Implementation of approved amendments 

3. INDEXES 
3.1. Alphabetical listing of data element names 
3.2. Numerital listing of data element tags 

4. STANDARD DATA ELEMENTS 
4.1. Presentation; descriptions of categories, abbreviations 

4.1.1. Layout-f data element entries 
4.1.2. Abbreviations of Character representations 
4.1.3. References conceming Character representations 
4.1.4. Grouping of data elements into broad categories 

4.2. Service data elements, documentation, references 
4.3. Dates, times, periods of time 
4.4. Parties, addresses, places, countries 
4.5. Clauses, conditions, terms, instructions 
4.6. Amounts, charges, percentages 
4.7. Measure identifiers, quantities (other than monetary) 
4.8. Goods and articles 
4.9. Transport modes and means, containers 
4.10. Other data elements (Customs, etc.) 

Annex A (Informative) Change request form 

Annex B (Informative) Numerital listing of data element tags used 
in Composite and Segments in UNSMs 

Annex C (Informative) Recommendations and Standards 

Annex D (Informative) Paper rendition from an EDIFACT coded message 

10 
10 
10 
11 
11 

12 
12 
36 

61 - 
61 
61 
61 
62 
63 
65 
81 

127 
148 
173 
184 
197 
209 

213 

215 

229 

259 

UN/ECE (1993) page v 

This document is a preview generated by EVS



ISO 7372 : 1993 

VOLUME II USER CODE LIST 
VOLUME III COMI’ENDIUM OF TRADE FACILITATION 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

UN/ECE (1993) pagc vi 

This document is a preview generated by EVS



ISO 7372 : 1993 

Section 

1. INTRODUCTION 

This Directory has been compiled on the basis of the work within the ECE Working Party 
on Facilitation of International Trade Procedures (WP.4), which has adopted agreed sets 
of Standard data elements for various areas of application. Volume 1 of the Directory 
constitute. International Standard ISO 7372. Volume 11 includes the User Code List and 
Volume 111 a Compendium of Trade Facilitation Recommendations. 

1.1. scope 
The Standard data elements included 
of data in international trade. 

in this Directory are intended to facilitate interchange 

These Standard data elements tan be used with any method for data interchange on Paper 
documents as well as with other means of data communication: they tan be selected for 
transmission one by one, or us& within a particular System of interchange rules, e.g. the 
United Nations rules for Electronie Data Interchange for Administration, Commerce and 
Transport (UN/EDIFACT) , developed within the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe (UN/ECE) and published as International Standard ISO 9735. 

. 

1.2. References 

1.2.1. International Standarddl) 

The following Standards contain provisions which, through reference in this text, 
constitute provisions of this International Standard. All Standards are subject to revision, 
and parties to agreements based on this International Standard arc encouraged to 
investigate the possibility of applying the most recent editions of the Standards indicated 
below. Members of IEC and ISO maintain registers of currently valid International 
Standards 

ISO 216 

ISO 639: 1988, 
ISO 1000: 1992 

ISO 2382- 1: 1984 
ISO 2784: 1974 

ISO 2955: 1983 

ISO 3166: 1993 
ISO 3535: 1977 

Writing Paper and certain classes of printed matter - Trimmed sizes - 
A and B series 
Code for the representation of narnes of languages Bilingual edition 
SI units and recommendations for the use of their multiples and of 
certain other units 
Data processing - Vocabulary 
Continuous forms u-sed for information processing - Sizes and Sprocket 
feed holes 
Information processing - Representation of SI and other units for use 
in Systems with limited Character sets 
Codes for the representation of names of countries 
Forms design sheet and layout Chart 

(‘) Available from the International Organkation for Standardization (ISO), 1, Rue de Varembd CH - 1211 Geneva 20 
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ISO 4217: 1990 
ISO 6346: 1984 
ISO 6422: 1985 
ISO 8601: 1988 

ISO 8859-1: 1987 

ISO 8859-2: 1987 

ISO/IEC 8859-5: 1988 

ISO 8859-7: 1987 

Codes for the representation of currencies and funds 
Freight Containers - Coding, identification and marking 
Layout Key for trade documents 
Data elements and interchange formats - information interchange - ’ 
representation of dates and times 
Information processing - 8 bit Single-byte coded graphic Character sets- 
Part 1: Latin alphabet No. 1 
Information processing - 8 bit Single-byte coded graphic Character sets- 
Part 2: Latin alphabet No. 2 
Information processing - 8 bit Single-byte coded graphic Character sets- 
Part 5: LatinlCyrillic alphabet 
Information processing - 8 bit Single-byte coded graphic Character sets- 
Part 7: Iatin/Greek alphabet 

1.2.2. UN/ECE Recornmendations@) 

Recommendation No. 1, 
Recommendation No. 3, 
Recommendation No. 5, 
Recommendation No. 6, 
Recommendation No. 7, 
Recommendation No. 8, 
Recommendation No. 9, 
Recommendation No. 11, 

Recommendation No. 12, 
Recommendation No. 15, 
Recommendation No. 16, 
Recommendation No. 17, 
Recommendation No. 19, 
Recommendation No. 20, 
Recommendation No. 2 1, 
Recommendation No. 22, 
Recommendation No. 23, 

United Nations Layout Key for Trade Documents 
ISO Country Code - Code for Representation of Names of Countries 
Abbreviations of INCOTERMS - Alphabetic Code for Incoterms 1953 
Aligned Invoice Layout Key for International Trade 
Numerital Representations of Dates, Time and Periods of Time 
Unique Identification Code Methodology - UNIC 
Alphabetic Code for the Representation of Currencies 
Documentary Aspects of the International Transport of Dangerous 
Goods 
Measures to Facilitate Maritime Transport Documents Procedures 
Simpler Shipping Marks 
Code for Ports and other Locations (LOCODE) 
Abbreviations for Terms of Payment - PAYTERMS 
Code for Modes of Transport 
Codes for Units of Measurement 
Codes for Types of Cargo, Packages and Packaging Materials 
Layout Key for Standard Consignment Instructions 
Freight Cost Code - FCC. Harmonization of the description of freight 
costs and other charges 

. 

(2) Available from thc UN/ECE Trade Division, Palais des Nations CH-121 1, Geneva 10 (Volume Ill of UNTDED) 
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