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Introduction

This document (CR 14879:2002) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 52 “Safety of
toys”, the secretariat of which is held by DS.

CEN/TC 52 “Safety of toys” decided in November 1998 to develop a document on classification of toys
giving guidelines for matching toy characteristics to children’s ages.

Manufacturers, importers, surveillance authorities and test laboratories have an interest in a
classification.

This document should be read in conjunction with:

EN 71-1, Safety of toys - Part 1: Mechanical and physical properties
EN 71-2, Safety of toys – Part 2: Flammability
EN 71-3, Safety of toys – Part 3: Migration of certain elements
EN 71-4, Safety of toys – Part 4: Experimental sets for chemistry and related activities
EN 71-5, Safety of toys – Part 5: Chemical toys (sets) other than experimental sets
EN 71-6, Safety of toys – Part 6: Graphical symbol for age warning labelling
EN 71-7, Safety of toys - Part 7: Finger paints - Requirements and test methods (under preparation)
EN 71-8, Safety of toys - Part 8: Swings, slides and similar activity toys for indoor and outdoor family
domestic use (under preparation)
EN-IEC 50088, Safety of electric toys
EN-IEC 61558, Safety of power transformers, power supply units and similar

1 Scope

This document is intended to be used in conjunction with the standards for safety of toys and gives
guidelines for deciding which toys are intended for children under 36 months of age and which toys
are not intended for such children.

The document is a broad guideline and further study is required to determine whether a particular toy
is appropriate for a given age.

In addition, this document gives clarification on items that are not considered as toys.

Explanation of stages of the development of children is given in Annex A together with background
information and considerations concerning safety of toys.

NOTE: Only toys that on account of their function, dimensions, characteristics, properties or other cogent grounds
are manifestly unsuitable for children under 36 months do not require a warning in the context of annex IV.1 of the
Toy Safety Directive.

2 Stages of development

To be able to classify toys for children under and over 36 months it is important to understand
children’s development stages, particularly within the 0 - 36 months age group. A rationale for this is
given in Annex A and a summary is given in table 1.
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