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EN 1040:2005 (E)

Foreword

This European Standard (EN 1040:2005) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 216 “Chemical
disinfectants and antiseptics”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2006, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at
the latest by June 2006.

This European Standard supersedes EN 1040:1997.

It was revised to correct obvious errors and ambiguities, to harmonize the structure and wording with other
quantitative suspension tests of CEN TC 216 existing or in preparation and to improve the readability and with
that the understandability of the standard.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland
and United Kingdom.



EN 1040:2005 (E)

Introduction

This European Standard specifies a suspension test for establishing whether a chemical disinfectant or
antiseptic does or does not have a basic bactericidal activity in the fields described in the scope. The
acceptability of a product for a defined purpose cannot be determined from this test method. Therefore
products are subjected to further testing by relevant tests specified in European Standards in order to evaluate
their activity under conditions appropriate to their intended use. These European Standards have been or will
be developed by CEN/TC 216.



EN 1040:2005 (E)

1 Scope

This European Standard specifies a test method and the minimum requirements for basic bactericidal activity
of chemical disinfectant and antiseptic products that form a homogeneous, physically stable preparation when
diluted with water. Products can only be tested at a concentration of 80 % or less as some dilution is always
produced by adding the test organisms and water.

This European Standard applies to active substances (antibacterial biocides) and to formulations under
development that are planned to be used in food, industrial, domestic and institutional, medical and veterinary
areas. It applies also to the evaluation of bactericidal activity of chemical antiseptics and disinfectants when
appropriate standards are not available.

NOTE 1 This European Standard does not evaluate the activity of a product for an intended use.

NOTE 2  This method corresponds to a phase 1 test (Annex F).

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this European Standard. For
dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced
document (including any amendments) applies.

EN 12353, Chemical disinfectants and antiseptics — Preservation of microbial strains used for the
determination of bactericidal and fungicidal activity

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this European Standard, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
product
chemical agent or formulation used as chemical disinfectant or antiseptic

3.2
bactericide
product that kills vegetative bacteria under defined conditions

NOTE The adjective derived from “bactericide” is “bactericidal”.

3.3

bactericidal activity

capability of a product to produce a reduction in the number of viable bacterial cells of relevant test organisms
under defined conditions

34
bacteriostatic activity
capability of a product to inhibit the growth of bacteria under defined conditions
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