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Foreword 

This document (EN ISO 19001:2013) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 212 "Clinical 
laboratory testing and in vitro diagnostic test systems" in collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC 140 
“In vitro diagnostic medical devices” the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by September 2013, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by March 2016. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 12376:1999. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 19001:2013 has been approved by CEN as EN ISO 19001:2013 without any modification. 
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Introduction

This International Standard relates to ISO 18113-1 and ISO 18113-2, which can be used in conjunction 
with it.

The use of reagents required for staining in biology as well as the specific examples of information supplied 
by the manufacturer for two staining procedures as provided in Annex A are based on a European consensus; 
they constitute the scientific justification for the requirements listed in Clause 4. This information is 
intended to assist manufacturers, suppliers and vendors of dyes, stains, chromogenic reagents and other 
reagents used for staining in biology in complying with the required specific product data.
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In vitro diagnostic medical devices — Information supplied 
by the manufacturer with in vitro diagnostic reagents for 
staining in biology

1 Scope

This International Standard specifies requirements for information supplied by the manufacturer 
with reagents used in staining in biology. It applies to producers, suppliers and vendors of dyes, 
stains, chromogenic reagents and other reagents used for staining in histology and cytology including 
bacteriology, haematology, histochemistry, as performed in medical laboratories, both routine and 
research bacteriology. The requirements for information supplied by the manufacturer specified in this 
International Standard are a prerequisite for achieving comparable and reproducible results in all fields 
of staining in biology.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO 80000-1, Quantities and units — Part 1: General

ISO 80000-9, Quantities and units — Part 9: Physical chemistry and molecular physics

ISO 18113-1, In vitro diagnostic medical devices — Information supplied by the manufacturer (labelling) — 
Part 1: Terms, definitions and general requirements

ISO 18113-2, In vitro diagnostic medical devices — Information supplied by the manufacturer (labelling) — 
Part 2: In vitro diagnostic reagents for professional use

3	 Terms	and	definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
antibody
specific immunoglobulin formed by B-lymphocytes in response to exposure to an immunogenic 
substance and able to bind to this

Note 1 to entry: The molecule of an immunogenic substance contains one or more parts with a characteristic 
chemical configuration, an epitope.

3.2
blocking reagent
reagent that is used to reduce the inherent background of a sample before staining

3.3
chromogenic reagent
reagent that reacts with certain chemical groups present or induced in cells and tissues with the 
formation of a coloured compound in situ

EXAMPLE Diazonium salt, Schiff’s reagent.
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