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Foreword 

The text of ISO 23997:2007 has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 219 “Floor coverings” of the 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and has been taken over as EN ISO 23997:2012 by 
Technical Committee CEN/TC 134 “Resilient, textile and laminate floor coverings” the secretariat of which is 
held by BSI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by August 2012, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by August 2012. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 430:1994. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 23997:2007 has been approved by CEN as a EN ISO 23997:2012 without any modification. 
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Resilient floor coverings — Determination of mass per unit area 

1 Scope 

This International Standard describes a method for determining the mass per unit area of a resilient floor 
covering. 

2 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

2.1 
mass per unit area 
quotient of mass and area 

NOTE Mass per unit area is expressed in grams per square metre. 

3 Principle 

A number of specimens of defined size are taken from a resilient floor-covering sample. The specimens are 
weighed and, from this, the mass per unit area of the floor covering is calculated. 

4 Apparatus 

4.1 Balance, capable of weighing a specimen to the nearest 10 mg. 

4.2 Calliper gauge, capable of measuring the size of the specimen to the nearest 0,05 mm. 

5 Atmosphere for conditioning and testing 

Condition the specimen at a temperature of 23 ± 2 °C and a relative humidity of 50 ± 5 % for a minimum of 
24 h. Maintain these conditions when carrying out the test. 

6 Sampling and selection of specimens 

Take a representative sample from the available material. Take five specimens, at equal distances from the 
sample, the distance between the outer edge of the sample and the nearest edge of the specimen being at 
least 100 mm, either square or round of at least 0,01 m2 in area, or from individual tiles. If necessary, clean 
the edges of the specimen. 

Full tiles may also be used. 
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