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Foreword 

This document (EN ISO 3673-2:2012) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 61 "Plastics" in 
collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC 249 “Plastics”, the secretariat of which is held by NBN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by January 2013, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by January 2013. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN ISO 3673-2:1999. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 3673-2:2012 has been approved by CEN as a EN ISO 3673-2:2012 without any modification. 
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Plastics — Epoxy resins —

Part 2: 
Preparation of test specimens and determination of properties 
of crosslinked epoxy resins
SAFETY STATEMENT — Persons using this document should be familiar with normal laboratory 
practice, if applicable. This document does not purport to address all of the safety concerns, if any, 
associated with its use. It is the responsibility of the user to establish appropriate safety and health 
practices and to ensure compliance with any regulatory requirements.

1 Scope

This part of ISO 3673 specifies the methods of preparation of test specimens and the test methods to be used 
in determining the properties of crosslinked epoxy resins. The properties determined have been selected from 
the general test methods in ISO 10350-1:2007.

Test methods for the determination of the properties of non-crosslinked epoxy resins are not included in this 
part of ISO 3673.

NOTE Test methods for non-crosslinked epoxy resins are specified in ISO 18280.

In order to obtain reproducible and comparable test results, it is necessary to use the test methods, sample 
preparation and conditioning, and specimen dimensions specified herein. Values determined will not 
necessarily be identical to those obtained using test specimens of different dimensions or prepared using 
different procedures.

Other standards exist concerning the determination of properties and preparation of test specimens for epoxy-
based products, to which reference will be made, if required.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document 
(including any amendments) applies.

ISO 62, Plastics — Determination of water absorption

ISO 75-2, Plastics — Determination of temperature of deflection under load — Part 2: Plastics and ebonite

ISO 178, Plastics — Determination of flexural properties

ISO 179-1, Plastics — Determination of Charpy impact properties — Part 1: Non-instrumented impact test

ISO 179-2, Plastics — Determination of Charpy impact properties — Part 2: Instrumented impact test

ISO 527-2, Plastics — Determination of tensile properties — Part 2: Test conditions for moulding and 
extrusion plastics

ISO 2577, Plastics — Thermosetting moulding materials — Determination of shrinkage

ISO 2818, Plastics — Preparation of test specimens by machining

ISO 3167, Plastics — Multipurpose test specimens

ISO 4589-2, Plastics — Determination of burning behaviour by oxygen index — Part 2: Ambient-temperature test
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ISO 10350-1:2007, Plastics — Acquisition and presentation of comparable single-point data — Part 1: 
Moulding materials

ISO 11357-2, Plastics — Differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) — Part 2: Determination of glass 
transition temperature

ISO 11359-2, Plastics — Thermomechanical analysis (TMA) — Part 2: Determination of coefficient of linear 
thermal expansion and glass transition temperature

IEC 60093, Methods of test for volume resistivity and surface resistivity of solid electrical insulating materials

IEC 60112, Method for the determination of the proof and the comparative tracking indices of solid insulating materials

IEC 60243-1, Electrical strength of insulating materials — Test methods — Part 1: Tests at power frequencies

IEC 60250, Recommended methods for the determination of the permittivity and dielectric dissipation factor of 
electrical insulating materials at power, audio and radio frequencies including metre wavelengths

IEC 60296, Fluids for electrotechnical applications — Unused mineral insulating oils for transformers and switchgear

IEC 60695-11-10, Fire hazard testing — Part 11‑10: Test flames — 50 W horizontal and vertical flame test methods

IEC 60695-11-20, Fire hazard testing — Part 11‑20: Test flames — 500 W flame test methods

3 Preparation of test specimens

3.1 General

This procedure is used only for the determination of crosslinked-resin properties.

It is essential that specimens are always prepared by the same procedure, using the same processing 
conditions. The specimens on which the properties are measured shall be cut from sheets of crosslinked resin, 
produced by a casting process. In view of the numerous possible fields of application for epoxy resins, the 
choice was made to prepare test specimens from resins not containing any filler or reinforcement in order to 
obtain the intrinsic properties of the crosslinked polymer, free of structural additives.

Sheets of thermosetting resin shall be manufactured at 2 mm, 3 mm and 4 mm thickness, as required, for the 
tests in Table 1. A sufficient number shall be produced to determine those properties required.

3.2 Pretreatment of materials

Before casting, no treatment of the epoxy resin sample is normally necessary. If a pretreatment is required, this 
shall be in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

3.3 Preparation of test sheets

3.3.1 Apparatus

3.3.1.1 Two glass plates or two polished stainless-steel plates, each having a thickness of 6 mm and 
approximate dimensions of 300 mm × 350 mm.

Other materials, such as silicone, may also be used.

3.3.1.2 Shims, having a thickness of 2 mm, 3 mm and 4 mm.

3.3.1.3 Silicone or latex joint, having a diameter of 5 mm.

3.3.1.4 Device for clamping and holding the plates.
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