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Foreword

This document (EN 12490:2010) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 38 “Durability of wood
and wood-based products”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by December 2010, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn
at the latest by December 2010.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes EN 12490:1998.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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1 Scope

This European Standard specifies the reference methods for determining the penetration and retention of
creosote in timber freshly treated with creosote, principally in order to ascertain whether the treated timber
conforms to specifications written in terms of EN 351-1. It also provides guidance on the acquisition of test
samples and their handling between sampling and analysis.

NOTE In the day-to-day practice at the plant, other methods (e.g. weighing the charge before and after treatment)
can be used for determining the retention, provided that a significant relationship can be established with this method.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced
document (including any amendments) applies.

EN 351-1, Durability of wood and wood-based products — Preservative-treated solid wood —
Part 1: Classification of preservative penetration and retention

EN 351-2, Durability of wood and wood-based products — Preservative-treated solid wood —
Part 2: Guidance on sampling for the analysis of preservative-treated wood

EN ISO 3696:1995, Water for analytical laboratory use — Specification and test methods (ISO 3696:1987)

ISO 3131, Wood — Determination of density for physical and mechanical tests

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

31
analytical zone
part of the treated wood which is analysed for assessing compliance with the retention requirement

[Adapted from EN 1001-2:2005, 4.03]

NOTE For definition of "retention requirement”, see 3.6.
3.2

batch

clearly identifiable collection of units of preservative-treated wood manufactured to conform to the same
defined penetration and retention requirements

[EN 1001-2:2005, 4.04]
3.3
charge

all the wood treated together in a single operation

[EN 1001-2:2005, 4.13]



