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Foreword 

This document (EN 12714:2009) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 261 “Packaging”, the 
secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by January 2010, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by January 2010. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 12714:2000. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies the characteristics and dimensions of removable head (open head) plastics 
drums with a nominal capacity of 25 l to 60 l. This standard is not applicable to injection moulded pails. 

2 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

2.1  
removable head (open head) drum (OH) 
flat-ended or convex-ended circular cross-section packaging, the top end of which can be removed as a lid 
and is closed by means of a closing ring or other device 

2.2  
nominal capacity (NC) 
capacity in litres which, by convention, is used to represent a class of drums of similar brimful capacities 

2.3  
brimful capacity (BC) 
volume of water in litres held by the drum when filled through the filling orifice to the point of overflowing 

NOTE Annex A specifies the method for measuring brimful capacity.  

2.4  
total capacity (TC)  
volume of water in litres held by the drum, with its lid on, when filled completely, i.e. following the removal of 
any air trapped in the drum 

NOTE Annex A specifies the method for measuring total capacity. 

2.5 
overall height (ho) 
height of the finished drum, including the lid, from the base to the highest point  

NOTE See Figure 1. 

2.6  
overall diameter (do) 
maximum diameter of the drum, where relevant  

NOTE  See Figure 1. 

2.7 
minimum opening (dm) 
minimum drum body opening size  

NOTE See Figure 1. 

2.8  
drum mass 
mass of the empty drum including all closures 
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