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Foreword 

This document (EN ISO 3493:2014) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 34 “Food products”. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by January 2015, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by January 2015. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN ISO 3493:2007. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 3493:2014 has been approved by CEN as EN ISO 3493:2014 without any modification. 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 3493:2014(E)

Vanilla — Vocabulary

1 Scope

This International Standard defines the most commonly used terms relating to vanilla.

It is applicable to the following species of vanilla plants:

a) Vanilla fragrans (Salisbury) Ames, syn. Vanilla planifolia Andrews, commercially known under 
various names associated with the geographical origin, such as Bourbon, Indonesia and Mexico;

b) Vanilla tahitensis J.W. Moore;

c) certain forms obtained from seeds, possibly hybrids, of Vanilla fragrans (Salisbury) Ames.

It is not applicable to Vanilla pompona Schiede (Antilles vanilla).

NOTE 1 The name “Bourbon” covers the production of Vanilla fragrans (Salisbury) Ames of Comoros, Réunion, 
Madagascar and Mauritius. 

NOTE 2 The main other producing countries are (in alphabetical order) China, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Papua 
New Guinea, Tonga and Uganda.

2	 Terms	and	definitions

2.1 Terms relating to production

2.1.1
green vanilla
fruit from the vanilla plant that has reached the correct stage of ripeness

2.1.2
cured vanilla
prepared vanilla
green vanilla (2.1.1) that has undergone a suitable treatment with a view to developing its flavour

Note 1 to entry: The cured vanilla is dark brown in colour.

2.2 Terms relating to presentation and commercial forms of prepared vanilla

2.2.1
pod
whole fruit (which is botanically a capsule) of the vanilla plant

2.2.2
vanilla pod
commercial name designating whole pods (2.2.1) which may be split

2.2.3
split vanilla
vanilla that is partially opened longitudinally from the stud (2.3.2) due to dehiscence

2.2.4
cut vanilla
part of pods (2.2.1), split or not, and deliberately cut or broken
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