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Foreword

International Standard

ISO 7899-2 : 2000 Water quality — Detection and enumeration of intestinal enterococci — Part 2: Membrane
filtration method,

which was prepared by ISO /TC 147 ‘Water quality’ of the International Organization for Standardization, has
been adopted by Technical Committee CEN/TC 230 ‘Water analysis’, the Secretariat of which is held by DIN,
as a European Standard.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, and conflicting national standards withdrawn, by October 2000 at the latest.

In accordance with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the follow-
ing countries are bound to implement this European Standard:

Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of the International Standard ISO 7899-2 : 2000 was approved by CEN as a European Standard without
any modification.

NOTE: Normative references to international publications are listed in Annex ZA (normative).
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Introduction

In this part of ISO 7899 a method is described for the isolation of intestinal enterococci. Enterococcus faecalis , E.
faecium, E. durans and E. hirae can be detected and enumerated with the methods described in this part of
ISO 7899. In addition, other Enterococcus species and some species of the genus Streptococcus (namely S. bovis
and S. equinus ) may occasionally be detected. These Streptococcus species do not survive long in water and are
probably not enumerated quantitatively. For purposes of water examination, enterococci can be regarded as
indicators of faecal pollution. However it should be noted that some enterococci found in water can occasionally
also originate from other habitats.

1 Scope

This part of 1ISO 7899 specifies a method for the detection and enumeration of intestinal enterococci in water by
membrane filtration. This part of 1ISO 7899 is especially intended for examination of drinking water, water from
swimming pools and other disinfected or clean waters. Nevertheless, the method can be applied to all types of
water, except when a large amount of suspended matter or many interfering microorganisms are present. It is
particularly suitable for the examination of large volumes of water containing only a few intestinal enterococci.

2 Normative references

The following normative documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of
this part of ISO 7899. For dated references, subsequent amendments to, or revisions of, any of these publications
do not apply. However, parties to agreements based on this part of ISO 7899 are encouraged to investigate the
possibility of applying the most recent editions of the normative documents indicated beiow. For undated
references, the latest edition of the normative document referred to applies. Members of ISO and IEC maintain
registers of currently valid International Standards.

ISO 3696:1987, Water for analytical laboratory use — Specification and test methods.

ISO 5667-1:1980, Water quality — Sampling — Part 1: Guidance on the design of samping programmes.

ISO 5667-2:1991, Water quality — Sampling — Part 2: Guidance on sampling techniques.

1SO 5667-3:1994, Water quality — Sampling — Part 3: Guidance on the preservation and handling of samples.

ISO 6887-1:1999, Microbiology of food and animal feeding stuffs — Preparation of test samples, initial suspension
and decimal dilutions for microbiological examination — Part: General rules for the preparation of the initial
suspension and decimal dilutions.

ISO 8199:1988, Water quality — General guide to the enumeration of micro-organisms by culture.

ISO/IEC Guide 2:1996, Standardization and related activities — General vocabulary.





