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European foreword

The text of document 29/846/CDV, future edition 1 of IEC 61260-3, prepared by IEC TC 29,
Electroacoustics, was submitted to the IEC-CENELEC parallel vote and was approved by CENELEC as
EN 61260-3:2016.

The following dates are fixed:

latest date by which the document has (dop) 2017-01-27
to be implemented at national level by

publication of an identical national

standard or by endorsement

latest date by which the national (dow) 2019-04-27
standards conflicting with the

document have to be withdrawn

This document supersedes EN 61260:1995.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. CENELEC [and/or CEN] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent
rights.

Endorsement notice

The text of the International Standard IEC 61260-3:2016 was approved by CENELEC as a European
Standard without any modification.
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INTRODUCTION

IEC 61260:1995 and IEC 61260:1995/AMD 1:2001 are now separated into the following three
parts of IEC 61260 series:

e Part 1: Specifications
e Part 2: Pattern evaluation tests
e Part 3: Periodic tests

For assessments of conformance to performance specifications, IEC 61260-1 uses different
criteria than were used for the IEC 61260:1995 edition.

IEC 61260:1995 did not provide any requirements or recommendations to account for the
uncertainty of measurement in assessments of conformance to specifications. This absence
of requirements or recommendations to account for uncertainty of measurement created
ambiguity in determinations of conformance to specifications for situations where a measured
deviation from a design goal was close to the limit of the allowed deviation. If conformance
was determined based on whether a measured deviation did or did not exceed the limits, the
end-user of the octave-band and fractional-octave-band filters incurred the risk that the true
deviation from a design goal exceeded the limits.

To remove this ambiguity, IEC Technical Committee 29, at its meeting in 1996, adopted a
policy to account for measurement uncertainty in assessments of conformance in International
Standards that it prepares.

This edition of IEC 61260-3 uses an amended criterion for assessing conformance to a
specification. Conformance is demonstrated when (a) measured deviations from design goals
do not exceed the applicable acceptance limits and (b) the uncertainty of measurement does
not exceed the corresponding maximum-permitted uncertainty. Acceptance limits are
analogous to the tolerance limits allowances for design and manufacturing implied in the
IEC 61260:1995.

Actual and maximum-permitted uncertainties of measurement are determined for a coverage
probability of 95 %. Unless more specific information is available, the evaluation of the
contribution of a specific filter or filter set to a total measurement uncertainty can be based on
the acceptance limits and maximum-permitted uncertainties specified in this standard.





