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Foreword 

This document (EN 13231-1:2013) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 256 “Railway 
applications”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by November 2013, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn 
at the latest by November 2013. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 13231-1:2006, EN 13231-2:2006. 

This European Standard is one of the series EN 13231 "Railway applications – Track – Acceptance of works" 
as listed below: 

 Part 1: Works on ballasted track — Plain line, switches and crossings (the present document) 

 Part 3: Acceptance of reprofiling rails in track 

 Part 4: Acceptance of reprofiling rails in switches and crossings  

 Part 5: Procedures for rail reprofiling in plain line, switches, crossings and expansion devices 

NOTE Part 2 does not exist in this series. 

The following technical modifications have been introduced during the revision: 

 merging of EN 13231-1:2006 and EN 13231-2:2006, taking into account the similarities between them; 

 definition of the absent tolerances for some existing parameters; 

 revision of the tolerances already set up on the former version; 

 definition of new parameters and the respective tolerances. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies the minimum technical requirements and the tolerances for the acceptance 
of works on ballasted track situated on plain line and on switches and crossings and rail expansion devices, 
as part of the track, for 1 435 mm and wider track gauge railways, concerning construction of new track, track 
renewal and track maintenance. More particularly, this standard gives the requirements for the documentation 
of work parameters, for the tolerances for relative track geometry and absolute track position and for the 
acceptance procedures. 

This standard does not deal with contractual and legal aspects and it does not cover either works related to 
reprofiling the railhead nor the associated measurements, except for some measurements related to safety, 
since these works are covered by other parts of EN 13231 series. 

Related works, e.g. platform reconstruction, formation, drainage, level crossings are not covered by this 
standard. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are 
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, 
the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 13450, Aggregates for railway ballast 

EN 13848-1, Railway applications — Track — Track geometry quality — Part 1: Characterisation of track 
geometry 

EN 13848-2, Railway applications — Track — Track geometry quality — Part 2: Measuring systems — Track 
recording vehicles 

EN 13848-3, Railway applications — Track — Track geometry quality — Part 3: Measuring systems — Track 
construction and maintenance machines 

EN 13848-4, Railway applications — Track — Track geometry quality — Part 4: Measuring systems — 
Manual and lightweight devices 

EN 13848-5, Railway applications — Track — Track geometry quality — Part 5: Geometric quality levels — 
Plain line 

EN 14587 (series), Railway applications — Track — Flash butt welding of rails 

EN 14730 (series), Railway applications — Track — Aluminothermic welding of rails 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

3.1 
works on ballasted track (including switches and crossings) 
works on ballasted track cover: 

 construction of new track; 

 renewal or partial renewal and maintenance of rails, sleepers, ballast and other components; 
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