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Foreword 

This document (EN 13963:2005) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 241 “Gypsum and 
gypsum based products”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by November 2005, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn 
at the latest by February 2007. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s). 

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document. 

No existing European Standard is superseded. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland 
and United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

Diagrams 1 & 2 below show the relationship between this document and the package of standards prepared 
to support the families of gypsum products and ancillary products. 

 

Diagram 1 – General diagram showing families of gypsum products 
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Diagram 2 – Families of ancillary products 

The jointing compounds specified in this document are used to fill and finish the joints formed at the edges 
and ends of gypsum plasterboard complying with EN 520, products from secondary processing of this board 
and gypsum boards with fibrous reinforcement. 
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1 Scope 

The document specifies the requirements of jointing compounds and paper tapes for use with gypsum 
plasterboard complying with EN 520, products from secondary processing of this board and gypsum boards 
with fibrous reinforcement. 

This document covers materials applied by hand and by machine. Compounds based on gypsum and other 
materials are covered. Also specified are the paper tapes which are used in suitable jointing systems. 

This document covers the following characteristics: reaction to fire and flexural strength, to be measured 
according to the corresponding European test methods. 

It also covers additional technical characteristics that are of importance for the use and acceptance of the 
product by the Construction Industry. 

It defines the reference test methods for technical specifications. 

It provides for the evaluation of conformity of the product to this document. 

Annex A specifies the sampling procedure for testing. 

This document does not cover tapes which are made from materials other than paper. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 196-3, Methods of testing cement – Part 3: Determination of setting time and soundness. 

EN 520, Gypsum plasterboards – Definitions, requirements and test methods. 

EN 13501-1, Fire classification of construction products and building elements – Part 1: Classification using 
test data from reaction to fire tests. 

EN 13823, Reaction to fire tests for building products – Building products excluding floorings exposed to the 
thermal attack by a single burning item. 

EN ISO 1924-2, Paper and board - Determination of tensile properties - Part 2: Constant rate of elongation 
method (ISO 1924-2:1994) 

EN ISO 9001:2000, Quality management systems - Requirements (ISO 9001:2000). 

ISO 565, Test sieves - Metal wire cloth, perforated metal plate and electroformed sheet - Nominal sizes of 
openings. 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purpose of this document, the following terms and definitions apply: 

3.1 
bedding compound 
jointing compound for application directly to the plasterboard and in which the jointing tape is embedded 
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