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European foreword

The text of document 3D/279/FDIS, future edition 1 of IEC 61360-6, prepared by SC 3D "Product
properties and classes and their identification”, of IEC/TC 3 " Information structures and elements,
identification and marking principles, documentation and graphical symbols" was submitted to the IEC-
CENELEC parallel vote and approved by CENELEC as EN 61360-6:2017.

The following dates are fixed:
¢ latest date by which the document has to be implemented at (dop) 2017-08-08
national level by publication of an identical national

standard or by endorsement

e latest date by which the national standards conflicting with (dow) 2019-11-08
the document have to be withdrawn

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. CENELEC [and/or CEN] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such
patent rights.

Endorsement notice

The text of the International Standard IEC 61360-6:2016 was approved by CENELEC as a European
Standard without any modification.
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INTRODUCTION

The use of product data is an essential part of electronic business. Product selection,
business transactions, maintenance procedures, etc., rely on the availability of data about
products and services. To ensure a common understanding and a general treatment of
product data, classification and dictionary systems are used to define their essential technical
parameters or to categorize products.

The standards of the series IEC 61360 specify rules for structure and content of collections of
product properties and its classification structures. In most cases the classes and properties
contained in such collections are intuitively understandable. But, unfortunately, creating the
information objects and their textual content, such as definitions, has proved to be a
demanding task with potential pitfalls and problems. For avoiding such difficulties explanatory
material and sections of other standards are collected in this part of IEC 61360 providing the
necessary knowledge for successfully creating classes and properties. Thus, IEC 61360-6
provides guidance for specifying the information content of IEC 61360 classes and properties.

This part of IEC 61360 is intended for domain specialists who are technical experts in their
specific technical domain. The domain specialists do not necessarily have an in-depth
knowledge of IEC 61360-1 or IEC 61360-2.





