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Foreword 

This document (EN 15020:2006+A1:2010) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 256 “Railway 
applications”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by May 2011, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the 
latest by May 2011. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document includes Amendment 1, approved by CEN on 2010-09-28. 

This document supersedes EN 15020:2006. 

The start and finish of text introduced or altered by amendment is indicated in the text by tags ! ". 

!This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN/CENELEC/ETSI by the European 
Commission and the European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive 
2008/57/EC. 

For relationship with EU Directive 2008/57/EC, see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this 
document." 

The requirements on coupling interfaces of end couplers will be dealt with in a new work item. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies the requirements for the rescue coupler for train sets compliant with the 
Technical Specification for Interoperability High Speed Rolling Stock. It defines the interfaces to which it has to 
match during rescue operations. It is suitable for locomotives fitted with UIC 520 pattern draw gear and buffers, 
i.e. moveable draw hook and draw gear capable of compressive loading.1) 

Provisions going beyond the scope of this European Standard need to be agreed upon by the contracting 
parties involved. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

prEN 15085, Railway applications — Welding of railway vehicles and components  

EN ISO 5817, Welding — Fusion-welded joints in steel, nickel, titanium and their alloys (beam welding 
excluded) — Quality levels for imperfections (ISO 5817:2003) 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

3.1 
rescue coupler 
special coupling that enables the hauling and propelling of a failed train unit or train set by another vehicle that 
is equipped with different coupling design 

3.2 
rescue vehicle 
type of vehicle used to rescue a failed train unit or train set 

3.3 
automatic coupler 
latch-type automatic coupler allowing the mechanical, pneumatic and in some cases electrical connection 
between two train units or train sets without manual assistance, also known as "Scharfenberg system type 10" 
automatic coupler 

3.4 
draw hook 
part of a conventional and mechanical manual coupling, also known as UIC draw hook 

3.5 
main reservoir pipe 
pipe containing air pressure at a value which is sufficient to supply subsystems including the brake system 

[EN 14478:2005] 

                                                      

1) UIC 520 will be replaced by a European Standard on draw gear and buffers which is in preparation (prEN 15551 for 
buffers and prEN 15566 for draw gears). 
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