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Foreword 

This document (EN 15090:2012) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 161 “Foot and leg 
protectors”, the secretariat of which is held by BSI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by July 2012, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the 
latest by July 2012. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 15090:2006. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s). 

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document. 

The main differences between this edition and EN 15090:2006 are as follows: 

a) Slip resistance has been added (reference to EN ISO 20345, 5.3.5). 

b) The types of footwear for firefighters (4.3) have been changed in accordance with the risks. 

c) The requirements and the test method for radiant heat (6.3.2 and 7.2) have been changed. 

d) The requirement for resistance to chemicals (6.5) have been slightly changed. 

e) The requirements for high electrical resistance outsoles (6.6.4 in the old version) and the adequate 
Marking symbols in Table 9 were removed. 

f) Annex B (normative) has been restructured. The criteria for the assessment of the state of footwear have 
been listed separately: “Insulation against heat”, “Radiant heat” and “Flame resistance”. 

g) Annex D 'Testing of laces' has been deleted. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

The purpose of this standard is to provide minimum performance requirements and test methods for footwear 
for firefighters which is intended for use for fire fighting and associated activities. A risk assessment should be 
used to determine whether the footwear covered by this standard is suitable for the intended use for the 
expected exposure. Firefighters should be trained in the use, care and maintenance of the footwear covered 
by this standard, including an understanding of its limitations. 
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1 Scope 

This European standard specifies minimum requirements and test methods for the performance of three types 
(see 4.3) of footwear for use by firefighters for fire suppression, general-purpose rescue, fire rescue and 
hazardous materials emergencies. 

This European standard does not cover special personal protective equipment used in high-risk situations (for 
example, the conditions described in ISO 15538). 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 13832-3:2006, Footwear protecting against chemicals  Part 3: Requirements for footwear highly 
resistant to chemicals under laboratory conditions 

EN 50321, Electrically insulating footwear for working on low voltage installations 

EN ISO 6942:2002, Protective clothing  Protection against heat and fire  Method of test: Evaluation of 
materials and material assemblies when exposed to a source of radiant heat (ISO 6942:2002) 

EN ISO 15025:2002, Protective clothing  Protection against heat and flame  Method of test for limited 
flame spread (ISO 15025:2000) 

EN ISO 20344:2011, Personal protective equipment  Test methods for footwear 

EN ISO 20345:2011, Personal protective equipment  Safety footwear 

ISO 15538, Protective clothing for firefighters  Laboratory test methods and performance requirements for 
protective clothing with a reflective outer surface 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in EN ISO 20345:2011 apply. 

4 Classification, design and type 

4.1 Classification 

Footwear for firefighters shall be classified in accordance with Table 1. 
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