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Foreword 

This document (EN 16055:2012) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 289 “Leather”, the 
secretariat of which is held by UNI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by July 2012, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by July 2012. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard establishes the following for raw bovine hides and skins intended for the 
manufacture of leather:  

 terms and definitions;  

 rules for presenting raw hides and skins.  

It applies to fresh and cured bovine hides and skins.  

It is not the aim of this document to interfere with the normal commercial agreement between the buyer and 
the hide and skin supplier. This European Standard may be used in case of disagreement between the two 
parties. 

2 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

2.1 Raw bovine hides and skins  

2.1.1 
calf skin 
skin from an immature bovine animal 

2.1.2 
cattle hide 
hide from an adult bovine animal 

2.1.3 
bull hide 
hide of a bovine male (not castrated) 

2.1.4 
cow hide 
hide of a female bovine which has borne calves 

2.1.5 
slink/slunk 
skin of an stillborn calf 

2.1.6 
ox hide 
hide of a castrated bovine male 

2.1.7 
heifer hide 
hide of a bovine female which has not borne calves 

2.1.8 
bovine hide and skin presentation or “hide pattern” 
refers to the shape standard given to the skin or hide according to its future use 
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