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Foreword 

This document (EN 1730:2012) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 207 “Furniture”, the 
secretariat of which is held by UNI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by April 2013, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the 
latest by April 2013. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 1730:2000. 

The main changes with respect to the previous edition are listed below. 

 All test methods for seating used in European Standards for furniture have been collated in one 
document. The document now contains methods that were previously listed in EN 581-3, Outdoor 
furniture, EN 527-3, Office  Work Tables and Desks and EN 15372, Non-domestic tables. 

 A durability test for tables with castors has been added. 

 A durability test for height adjustment mechanisms has been added. 

 Wherever possible test methods have been simplified and clarified for ease of use. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies test methods for the determination of stability, strength and durability of the 
structure of all types of tables and desks without regard to use, materials, design/construction or 
manufacturing process. 

This European Standard does not apply to changing units which are covered by other European Standards. 

Test methods for the assessment of ageing, degradation, and electrical functions are not included. 

This European Standard does not apply to the strength and durability of any storage features that are covered 
by other European Standards. 

This European Standard does not include any requirements. Requirements for different end uses can be 
found in other Standards. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are 
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, 
the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 14072:2003, Glass in furniture — Test methods 

ISO 7619-2, Rubber, vulcanized or thermoplastic — Determination of indentation hardness — Part 2: IRHD 
pocket meter method 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

3.1 
structure 
load bearing parts of furniture such as the frame, top and legs 

3.2 
ancillary surface 
surface additional to the main surface intended for occasional use as part of the table top 

3.3 
duty cycle 
length of time the height adjustable table’s drive system may be operated without impairing its useful life 

3.4 
levelling device 
device intended to keep the table top horizontal e.g. adjustable feet or similar 
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