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Foreword 

This document (EN 1846-1:2011) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 192 “Fire service 
equipment”, the secretariat of which is held by BSI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by October 2011, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by October 2011. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 1846-1:1998. 

EN 1846 consists of the following parts, under the general title "Firefighting and rescue service vehicles": 

 Part 1: Nomenclature and designation, 

 Part 2: Common requirements — Safety and performance, 

 Part 3: Permanently installed equipment — Safety and performance. 

The significant changes with respect to the previous edition EN 1846-1:1998 are listed below: 

- Clause 2, Normative references deleted (references moved to bibliography);  

- Terms and Definitions:  

- new presentation with two groups: General definitions and specific definitions; 

- definition of "motor appliance" and "trailer": new wording and no more reference to ISO 3833; 

- addition of specific definitions which correspond to the previous 6.1 to 6.9 with editorial 
modification; 

- Mass classes:  

- lower and upper limits changed;  

- Categories:  

- addition of 3 notes to give explanations;  

- Vehicle designation:  

- Table 1 replaced by a list with mandatory elements and optional additional elements; 

- Examples modified according to the new designation; 

- Addition of a bibliography.  
 
According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This document has been prepared in order to define a common designation system of firefighting and rescue 
service vehicles. 

It also identifies the main characteristics of any motor vehicle by a serial number and letter as defined in the 
following clauses which may be used in invitations to tender within Europe. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard establishes classes and defines categories which are functions of the use and mass 
of the firefighting and rescue service vehicles and provides a designation system that gives the various criteria 
used for characterizing the vehicles. 

2 Terms and definitions 

2.1 General definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply 

NOTE For the purposes of EN 1846 series, the following definitions apply. Other specific definitions exist in the other 
parts of EN 1846. 

2.1.1 
motor vehicle 
power-driven road vehicle which has four or more wheels, which is not rail borne, and which is normally used 
for carrying persons and/or equipment, towing vehicles used for the carriage of persons and/or equipment, 
special service 

2.1.2 
appliance 
covered motor vehicle designed for carrying personnel and equipment 

2.1.3 
fire appliance 
appliance used for firefighting and/or rescue 

2.1.4 
trailer 
non-power-driven road vehicle which, on account of its design and appointments is used to transport persons 
or equipment and is intended to be towed by a motor vehicle 

NOTE This definition also includes semi-trailer.  

2.1.5 
amphibious motor vehicle 
vehicle capable of moving on land and water 

2.2 Specific definitions 

2.2.1 
pumping appliance 
fire appliance equipped with a pump, and usually a water tank, and other equipment required for firefighting 
and rescue purposes 

NOTE For firefighting pumps see EN 1028 series. 

2.2.2 
appliance for specific fire 
fire appliance with special equipment with or without special extinguishing media 

2.2.3 
high rise aerial appliance 
fire appliance incorporating a turntable ladder or hydraulic platform 
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