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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of
ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees
established by thg respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC
technical comm#tiegs collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental
and non-govern al, in liaison with 1ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. In the field of information
technology, ISO ar@fC have established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1.

International Standard% drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of the joi@ chnical committee is to prepare International Standards. Draft International
Standards adopted by the joi chnical committee are circulated to national bodies for voting. Publication as
an International Standard requiw€} approval by at least 75 % of the national bodies casting a vote.

In exceptional circumstances, the y@t echnical committee may propose the publication of a Technical Report
of one of the following types: .

Z
— type 1, when the required suppon&gg not be obtained for the publication of an International Standard,
despite repeated efforts; &

— type 2, when the subject is still under fegﬂical development or where for any other reason there is the
future but not immediate possibility of an a@£ent on an International Standard;

*

— type 3, when the joint technical committee H@collected data of a different kind from that which is
normally published as an International Standard %e of the art”, for example).

Technical Reports of types 1 and 2 are subject to revie hin three years of publication, to decide whether

they can be transformed into International Standards. Te al Reports of type 3 do not necessarily have to
be reviewed until the data they provide are considered to be t@anger valid or useful.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements o document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying an Il such patent rights.

ISO/IEC TR 23000-1, which is a Technical Report of type [3], was p?red by Joint Technical Committee
ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology, Subcommittee SC 29, Codirig 6 audio, picture, multimedia and
hypermedia information. :

ISO/IEC TR 23000 consists of the following parts, under the general title Informg@0y technology — Multimedia
application format (MPEG-A):

— Part 1: Purpose for multimedia application formats [Technical Report] (p
— Part 2: MPEG music player application format
— Part 3: MPEG photo player application format

— Part 4: Musical slide show application format
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Introduction

ISO/IEC 23000 (also known as “MPEG-A”") is a new MPEG standard developed by selecting existing
technologies from all published MPEG standards and combining them into so-called “Multimedia Application
Formats” or MAFs.

standards-based multim pplications and services. This application-driven process results in normative
specifications of multimedi mats, along with reference software implementation, allowing interoperability at

MPEG-A aims to serve’{%:identiﬁed market needs by facilitating the swift development of innovative and
Q
an application level. O’

iv © ISO/IEC 2007 — All rights reserved



TECHNICAL REPORT ISO/IEC TR 23000-1:2007(E)

Information technology — Multimedia application format
(MPEG-A) —

Part 1:
Purpose multimedia application formats
®
1 Sco Oé
pe Q)

This Technical Report provi? overview of the MPEG-A standard highlighting the rationale for such a new
standard. ®

Furthermore, it describes the sp% concept behind the Multimedia Application Formats (MAFs), which
constitute the parts of this Technical %C;rt.

Finally, the report gives a high-level descr@)n of the existing Multimedia Application Formats.

%o

2 Terms and definitions /&

For the purposes of this document, no new terms a efinitions are relevant.
3 Symbols (and abbreviated terms)

ATSC Advanced Television Steering Committee

2
%O
Q.

DVB Digital Video Broadcasting @

DVD Digital Versatile Disk 6

ISMA Internet Streaming Media Alliance 08

JPEG  Joint Photographic Experts Group ‘A&
MAF Multimedia Application Format L
MP3 MPEG-1 Audio Layer llI (p

MPEG Moving Picture Experts Group
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