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European foreword 

This document (EN 10027-1:2016) has been prepared by Technical Committee ECISS/TC 100 
“Iron and steel - General issues”, the secretariat of which is held by BSI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of 
an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by April 2017, and conflicting national 
standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by April 2017. 

This document supersedes EN 10027-1:2005. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the 
subject of patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent 
rights. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of 
the following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

1.1 This European Standard specifies rules for designating steels by means of symbolic letters 
and numbers to express application and principal characteristics, e.g. mechanical, physical, 
chemical, so as to provide an abbreviated identification of steels. 

NOTE In the English language the designations covered by this European Standard are known as 
“steel names”; in the French language as “designation symbolique”; in the German language as 
“Kurznamen”. 

1.2 This European Standard applies to steels specified in European Standards (EN), Technical 
Specifications (TS), Technical Reports (TR) and CEN member's national standards. 

1.3 These rules may be applied to non-standardized steels. 

1.4 A system of numerical designation of steels known as steel numbers is specified in 
EN 10027-2. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and 
are indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) 
applies. 

EN 10020:2000, Definition and classification of grades of steel 

EN 10027-2, Designation systems for steels - Part 2: Numerical system 

EN 10079:2007, Definition of steel products 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in EN 10020:2000 and 
EN 10079:2007 apply. 

4 Principles 

4.1 A unique steel name 

There shall be one unique steel name for each steel. 

4.2 Formulation of steel names 

Steel names allocated in accordance with this European Standard shall comprise principal 
symbols as specified in 7.1. 

In order to avoid ambiguity, it may be necessary to supplement these principal symbols by 
additional symbols identifying additional characteristics of the steel or steel product, e.g. 
suitability for use at high or low temperatures, surface condition, treatment condition, de-
oxidation. These additional symbols are given in 7.2. 
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