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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

In other circumstances, particularly when there is an urgent market requirement for such documents, a 
technical committee may decide to publish other types of document: 

⎯ an ISO Publicly Available Specification (ISO/PAS) represents an agreement between technical experts in 
an ISO working group and is accepted for publication if it is approved by more than 50 % of the members 
of the parent committee casting a vote; 

⎯ an ISO Technical Specification (ISO/TS) represents an agreement between the members of a technical 
committee and is accepted for publication if it is approved by 2/3 of the members of the committee casting 
a vote. 

An ISO/PAS or ISO/TS is reviewed after three years in order to decide whether it will be confirmed for a 
further three years, revised to become an International Standard, or withdrawn. If the ISO/PAS or ISO/TS is 
confirmed, it is reviewed again after a further three years, at which time it must either be transformed into an 
International Standard or be withdrawn. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO/TS 11135-2 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 198, Sterilization of health care products. 

ISO/TS 11135-2, together with ISO 11135-1, cancels and replaces ISO 11135:1994 and 
ISO 11135/Cor.1:1994, which have been technically revised. 

ISO/TS 11135 consists of the following parts, under the general title Sterilization of health care products — 
Ethylene oxide: 

⎯ Part 1: Requirements for development, validation and routine control of a sterilization process for medical 
devices 

⎯ Part 2: Guidance on the application of ISO 11135-1 
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Introduction 

This Technical Specification describes some of the methods that may be employed to achieve the 
requirements contained in ISO 11135-1. This document is not intended as a checklist for assessing 
compliance with ISO 11135-1, rather it is intended to promote a uniform understanding and implementation of 
ISO 11135-1 by providing explanations and possible methods for achieving compliance with specified 
requirements. It highlights important aspects and provides examples. 

This Technical Specification addresses ethylene oxide (EO) sterilization in both the industrial and health care 
facility settings, and it acknowledges the similarities and differences between the two applications. 

Among the similarities are the common need for quality systems, staff training, and proper safety measures. 
The major differences relate to the unique physical and organizational conditions in health care facilities, and 
to the initial condition of re-usable devices being presented for sterilization. 

Health care facilities differ from medical device manufacturers in the physical design of processing areas, in 
the equipment used, and in the availability of personnel with adequate levels of training and experience. The 
primary function of the health care facility is to provide patient care; medical device reprocessing is just one of 
a myriad of activities that are performed to support that function. 

In terms of the initial condition of medical devices, medical device manufacturers generally sterilize large 
numbers of similar devices that have been produced from virgin material. Health care facilities, on the other 
hand, must handle and process both new medical devices and re-usable medical devices of different 
descriptions and with varying levels of bioburden. They are therefore faced with the additional challenges of 
cleaning, evaluating, preparing and packaging a medical device prior to sterilization. In this document, 
alternative approaches and guidance specific to health care facilities are identified as such. 

In general, moist heat sterilization (also known as steam sterilization) is the method of choice for medical 
devices and supplies that are sterilized in health care facilities. However, EO gas and its mixtures are effective 
sterilants that are primarily used for heat- and moisture-sensitive medical devices that cannot be steam 
sterilized. 

For ease of reference, the numbering in this technical specification corresponds to that in ISO 11135-1. 
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Sterilization of health care products — Ethylene oxide — 

Part 2: 
Guidance on the application of ISO 11135-1 

1 Scope 

This Technical Specification provides guidance for the requirements in ISO 11135-1:2007. It does not repeat 
the requirements and is not intended to be used in isolation. 

The exclusions in ISO 11135-1 apply also to this Technical Specification. 

For ease of reference, the clause numbering in this Technical Specification corresponds to that in  
ISO 11135-1:2007. Further guidance for the requirements given in ISO 11135-1 is also included in Annex C of 
ISO 11135-1:2007 and should be used in conjunction with this Technical Specification. 

This guidance document is intended for people who have a basic knowledge of the principles of EO 
sterilization but may need help in determining how to best meet the requirements contained in ISO 11135-1. 
This document is not intended for people lacking a basic knowledge of the principles of EO sterilization. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

ISO 11135-1:2007, Sterilization of health care products — Ethylene oxide — Part 1: Requirements for 
development, validation and routine control of a sterilization process for medical devices 

ISO 11138-2:2006, Sterilization of health care products — Biological indicators — Part 2: Biological indicators 
for ethylene oxide sterilization processes 

ISO 11140-1:2005, Sterilization of health care products — Chemical indicators — Part 1: General 
requirements 

ISO 11737-1, Sterilization of medical devices — Microbiological methods — Part 1: Determination of a 
population of microorganisms on products 

ISO 13485:2003, Medical devices — Quality management systems — Requirements for regulatory purposes 

ISO 17664, Sterilization of medical devices — Information to be provided by the manufacturer for the 
processing of resterilizable medical devices 
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