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Foreword
i
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decided to submit the International Standard: .

"Programming languages - APL (ISO 8485:1989)"

to the formal vote.

The result of the formal vote was positive.

For the time being, this document exists only in English and in French.
This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard,
either by publication of an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest
by February 1994, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at
the latest by February 1994.

In accordance with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the following
countries are bound to implement this Eurcpean Standard:

Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland,
Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and United Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of this European Standard 1is identical to the text of the
International Standard IS0 8485:1989 without any modification.
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APL stands for A Programming Language. It is a notation invented by K. E. Iverson in the late 1350s
for the description of algorithms and expanded on and made into the programming system

ADr\2Aen [ | a i
APL\360 by lverson and his colleagues Adin Falkoff, Larry Breed, Dic

in the mid-1960s.

0
=
T
3
o
]
J
2
0
[9)

— the term “this standard” is understood to mean ‘‘this International Standard”’;

rrooa

— the words “‘chapter”, “section” and “‘subsection’” are understood to mean “clause”, “’subclause” and “’sub-

subclause’’, respectively.

0. Introduction 3
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1 SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION

This standard defines the programming language APL and the environment in which APL programs
are executed. Its purpose is to facilitate interchange and promote portability of APL programs and
programming sKkills.

This standard specifies the syntax and semantics of APL programs and the characteristics of the
environment in which APL programs are executed.

It also specifies requirements for conformance to this standard, including the publication of values
and characteristics of implementation properties so that conforming implementations can be
meaningfully compared.

This standard does not specify:

implementation properties that are likely to vary with the particular equipment or operating
system used;

required values for implementation limits such.as APL workspace size or numeric precision;
the data structures used to represent APL objects;

the facilities available through shared variables.

1. Scope and Field of Application
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