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Page 2
EN 28485:1 993

Foreword

on the proposal of the cEN central secreEarrat, the Technrcar Boarci hasdecided to subnit the Incernational Stanciaid: .,
"Progranrning langruages - ApL ( ISO g4E5: 19g9 ) 

,'

to the fornal vote.

The result of the formal r,roEe was positive.

For the tlme being, this ciocuuent exiscs only in English and in French-
This European standard shall be given the status of a national standard,either by pubLication of an identical text or by e"aorsE ."T, ar tne latestby Felruary 1994, and conflictrng nationar standards iiriil-'0" withdrawn atthe latest by February i994.

rn accordance with the CEN/CENELEC rnternal Regrulations, the following ;
countries are bound to implement this Eurcpean siandard:
Austria, Belgiun, Dennark, Fin1and, France, Gernany, Greece, Iceland,Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, eortugal, Spain, Sweden,Switzerland and United Klngdorn.

Endorsenent notice

The text of thj.s - European standard is identical to the text of thernternationar standard rsO g4g5:1999 without any urodification.
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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of 
national Standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International 
Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical committees. Esch member 
body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has 
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, govern- 
mental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO 
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all 
matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to 
the member bodies for approval before their acceptance as International Standards by 
the ISO Council. They are approved in accordance with ISO procedures requiring at 
least 75 % approval by the member bodies voting. 

International Standard ISO 8485 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 97, 
lnforma tion processing s ys tems. 

Users should note that all International Standards undergo revision from time to time 
and that any reference made herein to any other International Standard implies its 
latest edition, unless otherwise stated. 

Annexes A and B are for information only. 

0 ISO 1989 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any 
means, electronie or mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without Permission in 
writing from the publisher. 

International Organkation for Standardkation 
Case postale 56 l CH-121 1 Geneve 20 l Switzerland 
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0 INTRODUCTION 

APL Stands for A Programming Language. It is a notation invented by K. E. iverson in the late 1950s 
for the description of algorithms, and expanded on and made into the programming System 
APL\3 6 0 by Iverson and his colleagues Adin Falkoff, Larry Breed, Dick Lathwell, and Roger Moore 
in the mid4960s. 

Throughout this document 

- the term “this Standard” is understood to mean “this International Standard”; 

- the words “chapter”, ’ 
su belause”, respectively. 

“section ” and ’ ‘subsection ” are understood to “clause”, ’ ‘su belause” and “su b- 
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1 SCOPE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION 

This Standard defines the programming language APL and the environment in which APL programs 
are executed. Its purpose is to facilitate interchange and promote portability of APL programs and 
programming skills. 

This Standard specifies the Syntax and semantics of APL programs and the characteristics of the 
environment in which APL programs are executed. 

lt also specifies requirements for conformance to this Standard, including the publication of values 
and characteristics of implementation properties so that conforming impiementations tan be 
meaningfully compared. . 

This Standard does not specify: 

implementation properties that are likely to vary with the particular equipment or operating 
System used; 

required values for implementation limits such.as APL workspace size or numeric precision; 

the data structures used to represent APL objects; 

the facilities available through shared variables. 
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