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ISO 16577:2016(E)

Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular the different approval criteria needed for the
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions related to conformity
assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the WTO principles in the Technical
Barriers to Trade (TBT) see the following URL: Foreword - Supplementary information

The committee responsible for this document is 1SO/TC 34, Food products, Subcommittee SC 16,
Horizontal methods for molecular biomarker analysis.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 16577:2016(E)

Molecular biomarker analysis — Terms and definitions

1 Scope

This International Standard gives the definition of terms used in the International Standards published
in the frame of ISO/TC 34/SC 16.

2 Normative references

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO 13495, Foodstuffs — Principles of selection and criteria of validation for varietal identification methods
using specific nucleic acid

ISO/IEC Guide 99, International vocabulary of metrology — Basic and general concepts and associated
terms (VIM)

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO 13495, ISO/IEC Guide 99 and
the following apply.

3.1
absolute error
result of a measurement minus a true value of the measurand

3.2

accordance

similarity of consistent results from a qualitative method (i.e. both positive or both negative) from
identical samples analyzed in the same laboratory in repeatability conditions

3.3

accuracy

accuracy of measurement

measurement accuracy

closeness of agreement between a measured quantity value and a true quantity value of a measurand

Note 1 to entry: The concept “measurement accuracy” is not a quantity and is not given a numerical quantity
value. A measurement is said to be more accurate when it offers a smaller measurement error.

Note 2 to entry: The term “measurement accuracy” should not be used for measurement trueness and the term
measurement precision should not be used for “measurement accuracy”, which, however, is related to both these
concepts.

Note 3 to entry: “Measurement accuracy” is sometimes understood as closeness of agreement between measured
quantity values that are being attributed to the measurand.

[SOURCE: ISO/IEC Guide 99:2007, 2.13]

3.4

allele

one of several alternate forms of a gene which occur at the same locus on homologous chromosomes
and which become separated during meiosis and can be recombined following fusion of gametes
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