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European foreword 

This document (EN 17125:2018) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 402 “Domestic 
Pools and Spas”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2019 and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by June 2019. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This European Standard outlines the technical items of associated equipment necessary for a properly 
equipped spa or hot tub to ensure it is clean, healthy and safe to use. 

This European Standard is a recommendation that supports a variety of legal Regulations and Codes of 
Practice in each country. This standard is designed to complement the required rules and regulations 
contained in European Regulations such as: 

— Building Regulations; 

— Health and Safety/Health Protection Regulations; 

— Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 (REACH); 

— Restriction on the Use of Certain Hazardous Substances in Electrical and Electronic Equipment, see 
Directive 2011/65/EU; 

— Water Supply Regulation(s) (e.g. Commission Directive (EU) 2015/1787); 

— Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Regulations (WEEE), see Directive 2012/19/EU; 

— or in European Standards, such as EN 60335-2-60. 

It is recommended that the design of all domestic spas is based on the parameters indicated in this 
standard, to ensure they are manufactured and installed correctly and the end user is aware of the 
correct operation and maintenance to ensure they are safe and healthy to use. 

It is recommended that manufacturers, distributors, importers and retailers have a clear working 
knowledge of the requirements contained within this standard. 

During the production of this standard, it was found that in certain areas and for certain formulae, 
several quite valid variations were possible. Therefore, the standard does not preclude the use of 
alternative formulae or procedures, where a specialist design may require such. It should also be 
acknowledged that with advances in technology, new products and design innovations will of necessity 
be introduced and procedures are in place to provide for consideration of these within future 
amendments to this standard. 

Irrespective of anything contained in this standard, responsibility for specific Health and Safety issues 
and compliance with relevant National legislation shall be taken into consideration in relation to any 
contract during design, construction and operation and will remain the responsibility of the parties 
involved.  
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1 Scope 

This document specifies safety requirements and test methods for domestic spas/whirlpool spas/hot 
tubs (see 3.2) for indoor and/or outdoor use, covering the following: 

— portable spas including inflatable spas; 

— exercise spas (factory-built or field-engineered); 

— Scandinavian hot tubs; 

— field-engineered spas; 

— any associated equipment. 

This document also provides advice and guidance for installers and maintainers of domestic 
spas/whirlpool spas/hot tubs. 

This document is not applicable to: 

— any type of swimming pool (domestic or public); 

— mini-pools according to EN 16927; 

— public spas (public use according to EN 15288); 

— paddling pools according to EN 71-8; 

— spas specifically intended for physical/medical therapy; 

— spas specifically intended for beauty therapy; 

— flotation tanks and flotation pools; 

— bath tubs (including whirlpool baths); 

— natural spas (name used to describe a bathing area, which is filled with untreated geothermally 
heated water); 

— birthing pools. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 335, Durability of wood and wood-based products — Use classes: definitions, application to solid wood 
and wood-based products 

EN 16582-1:2015, Domestic swimming pools — Part 1: General requirements including safety and test 
methods 

EN 16713-2:2016, Domestic swimming pools — Water systems — Part 2: Circulation systems — 
Requirements and test methods 

EN 16713-3:2016, Domestic swimming pools — Water systems — Part 3: Water treatment - 
Requirements 

EN 60335-1, Household and similar electrical appliances — Safety — Part 1: General requirements 
(IEC 60335-1) 
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EN 60335-2-60:2003, Household and similar electrical appliances — Safety — Part 2-60: Particular 
requirements for whirlpool baths and whirlpool spas (IEC 60335-2-60:2002)1) 

EN ISO 4628-2, Paints and varnishes — Evaluation of degradation of coatings — Designation of quantity 
and size of defects, and of intensity of uniform changes in appearance — Part 2: Assessment of degree of 
blistering (ISO 4628-2) 

EN ISO 4628-3, Paints and varnishes — Evaluation of degradation of coatings — Designation of quantity 
and size of defects, and of intensity of uniform changes in appearance — Part 3: Assessment of degree of 
rusting (ISO 4628-3) 

EN ISO 9227:2017, Corrosion tests in artificial atmospheres — Salt spray tests (ISO 9227:2017) 

EN ISO 13732-1, Ergonomics of the thermal environment — Methods for the assessment of human 
responses to contact with surfaces — Part 1: Hot surfaces (ISO 13732-1) 

CEN/TS 16165:2016, Determination of slip resistance of pedestrian surfaces — Methods of evaluation 

ISO 20712-1, Water safety signs and beach safety flags — Part 1: Specifications for water safety signs used 
in workplaces and public areas 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

ISO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses: 

— IEC Electropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org/ 

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at http://www.iso.org/obp 

3.1 
domestic use 
use of a pool/spa/hot tub designated solely for the owner's/proprietor's/operator's family and guests 
including the use connected with renting dwellings for family use 

Note 1 to entry: This definition is taken from the Business Plan of CEN/TC 402. 

3.2 
spa 
hot tub 
whirlpool 
vessel containing temperature-controlled water in a closed system not integrated with a swimming 
pool, which is designated for sitting in or lying on a supported structure with water treatment  

Note 1 to entry: In different parts of the World, the terms “spa”, “hot tub” and “whirlpool” can be used inter 
changeably or in combination to describe the wide range of products in the market place such as spas listed in the 
scope of this standard. 

Note 2 to entry: Some spas may include hydro-massage jets (see 3.20). 

                                                             

1) This document is impacted by the amendments EN 60335-2-60:2003/A1:2005, EN 60335-2-60:2003/A2:2008, 
EN 60335-2-60:2003/A11:2010 and EN 60335-2-60:2003/A12:2010. 
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