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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

––––––––––

INSULATION CO-ORDINATION –

Part 2: Application guide

FOREWORD

1) The IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object to the IEC is to promote
international cooperation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To
this end and in addition to other activities, the IEC publishes International Standards. Their preparation is
entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested in the subject dealt with may
participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-governmental organizations liaising
with the IEC also participate in this preparation. The IEC collaborates closely with the International Organization
for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by agreement between the two
organizations.

2) The formal decisions or agreements of the IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible an
international consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation
from all interested National Committees.

3) The documents produced have the form of recommendations for international use and are published in the form
of standards, technical reports or guides and they are accepted by the National Committees in that sense.

4) In order to promote international unification, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC International
Standards transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional standards. Any
divergence between the IEC Standard and the corresponding national or regional standard shall be clearly
indicated in the latter.

5) The IEC provides no marking procedure to indicate its approval and cannot be rendered responsible for any
equipment declared to be in conformity with one of its standards.

6) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this International Standard may be the subject
of patent rights. The IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard IEC 71-2, has been prepared by IEC technical committee 28: Insulation
co-ordination.

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition published in 1976 and constitutes a
technical revision.

The text of this standard is based on the following documents:

FDIS Report on voting

28/115/FDIS 28/117/RVD

Full information on the voting for the approval of this standard can be found in the report on
voting indicated in the above table.

Annex A forms an integral part of this standard.

Annexes B to J are for information only.
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INSULATION CO-ORDINATION –

Part 2: Application guide

1 General

1.1 Scope

This part of IEC 71 constitutes an application guide and deals with the selection of insulation
levels of equipment or installations for three-phase electrical systems. Its aim is to give
guidance for the determination of the rated withstand voltages for ranges I and II of IEC 71-1
and to justify the association of these rated values with the standardized highest voltages for
equipment.

This association is for insulation co-ordination purposes only. The requirements for human
safety are not covered by this application guide.

It covers three-phase systems with nominal voltages above 1 kV. The values derived or
proposed herein are generally applicable only to such systems. However, the concepts
presented are also valid for two-phase or single-phase systems.

It covers phase-to-earth, phase-to-phase and longitudinal insulation.

This application guide is not intended to deal with routine tests. These are to be specified by
the relevant product committees.

The content of this guide strictly follows the flow chart of the insulation co-ordination process
presented in figure 1 of IEC 71-1. Clauses 2 to 5 correspond to the squares in this flow chart
and give detailed information on the concepts governing the insulation co-ordination process
which leads to the establishment of the required withstand levels.

The guide emphasizes the necessity of considering, at the very beginning, all origins, all
classes and all types of voltage stresses in service irrespective of the range of highest voltage
for equipment. Only at the end of the process, when the selection of the standard withstand
voltages takes place, does the principle of covering a particular service voltage stress by a
standard withstand voltage apply. Also, at this final step, the guide refers to the correlation
made in IEC 71-1 between the standard insulation levels and the highest voltage for
equipment.

The annexes contain examples and detailed information which explain or support the concepts
described in the main text, and the basic analytical techniques used.

1.2 Normative references

The following normative documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text,
constitute provisions of this part of IEC 71. At the time of publication, the editions indicated
were valid. All normative documents are subject to revision, and parties to agreements based
on this part of IEC 71 are encouraged to investigate the possibility of applying the most recent
editions of the normative documents indicated below. Members of IEC and ISO maintain
registers of currently valid International Standards.
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IEC 56: 1987, High-voltage alternating-current circuit-breakers

IEC 60-1: 1989, High-voltage test techniques – Part 1: General definitions and test requirements

IEC 71-1: 1993, Insulation co-ordination – Part 1: Definitions, principles and rules

IEC 99-1: 1991, Surge arresters – Part 1: Non-linear resistor type gapped surge arresters for
a.c. systems

IEC 99-4: 1991, Surge arresters – Part 4: Metal-oxide surge arresters without gaps for a.c.
systems

IEC 99-5: 1996, Surge arresters – Part 5: Selection and application recommendations –
Section 1: General

IEC 505: 1975, Guide for the evaluation and identification of insulation systems of electrical
equipment

IEC 507: 1991, Artificial pollution test on high-voltage insulators to be used on a.c. systems

IEC 721-2-3: 1987, Classification of environmental conditions – Part 2: Environmental
conditions appearing in nature – Air pressure

IEC 815: 1986, Guide for the selection of insulators in respect of polluted conditions

1.3 List of symbols and definitions

For the purpose of this part of IEC 71, the following symbols and definitions apply. The
symbol is followed by the unit to be normally considered, dimensionless quantities being
indicated by (-).

Some quantities are expressed in p.u. A per unit quantity is the ratio of the actual value of an
electrical parameter (voltage, current, frequency, power, impedance, etc.) to a given reference
value of the same parameter.

A (kV) parameter characterizing the influence of the lightning severity for the
equipment depending on the type of overhead line connected to it.

a1 (m) length of the lead connecting the surge arrester to the line.

a2 (m) length of the lead connecting the surge arrester to earth.

a3 (m) length of the phase conductor between the surge arrester and the protected
equipment.

a4 (m) length of the active part of the surge arrester.

B (-) factor used when describing the phase-to-phase discharge characteristic.

Ce (nF) capacitance to earth of transformer primary windings.

Cs (nF) series capacitance of transformer primary windings.

C2 (nF) phase-to-earth capacitance of the transformer secondary winding.

C12 (nF) capacitance between primary and secondary windings of transformers.

C1in (nF) equivalent input capacitance of the terminals of three-phase transformers.

C2in (nF) equivalent input capacitance of the terminals of three-phase transformers.

C3in (nF) equivalent input capacitance of the terminals of three-phase transformers.

c (m/µs) velocity of light.
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