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1 Scope 

This document specifies the characteristics of the UPnP networked service named 
ContentDirectory, version 4. This service definition is compliant with UPnP Device 
Architecture 1.0 [14].  

Many devices within the home network contain various types of content that other devices 
would like to access (for example, music, videos, still images, etc). As an example, a 
MediaServer device might contain a significant portion of the homeowner’s audio, video, and 
still-image library. In order for the homeowner to enjoy this content, the homeowner needs to 
be able to browse the objects stored on the MediaServer, select a specific one, and cause it 
to be played on an appropriate rendering device (for example, an audio player for music 
objects, a TV for video content, an Electronic Picture Frame for still-images, etc). 

For maximum convenience, it is highly desirable to let the homeowner to initiate these 
operations from a variety of UI devices. In most cases, these UI devices will either be a UI 
built into the rendering device, or it will be a stand-alone UI device such as a wireless PDA or 
tablet. In any case, it is unlikely that the homeowner will interact directly with the device 
containing the content (that is: the homeowner won’t have to walk over to the server device). 
In order to enable this capability, the server device needs to provide a uniform mechanism for 
UI devices to browse the content on the server and to obtain detailed information about 
individual content objects. This is the purpose of the ContentDirectory service. 

The ContentDirectory service additionally provides a lookup/storage service that enables 
clients (for example, UI devices) to locate (and possibly store) individual objects (for example, 
songs, movies, pictures, etc) that the (server) device is capable of providing. For example, 
this service can be used to enumerate a list of songs stored on an MP3 player, a list of still-
images comprising various slide-shows, a list of movies stored in a DVD-Jukebox, a list of TV 
shows currently being broadcast (a.k.a an EPG), a list of songs stored in a CD-Jukebox, a list 
of programs stored on a PVR (Personal Video Recorder) device, etc. Nearly any type of 
content can be enumerated via this ContentDirectory service. For devices that contain 
multiple types of content (for example, MP3, MPEG2, JPEG, etc.), a single instance of the 
ContentDirectory service can be used to enumerate all objects, regardless of their type. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and 
are indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) 
applies. 

[1] – XML Schema for RenderingControl AllowedTransformSettings, UPnP Forum, March 31, 
2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/AllowedTransformSettings-v1-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/AllowedTransformSettings.xsd. 

[2] – AV Datastructure Template:1, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-AVDataStructureTemplate-v1-
20130331.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-
AVDataStructureTemplate-v1.pdf. 

[3] – XML Schema for UPnP AV Common XML Data Types, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/av-v3-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/av.xsd. 

[4] – XML Schema for UPnP AV Common XML Structures, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/avs-v3-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/avs.xsd. 

[5] – AVTransport:3, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-AVTransport-v3-Service-20130331.pdf. 
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Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-AVTransport-v3-
Service.pdf. 

[6] – XML Schema for AVTransport LastChange Eventing, UPnP Forum, September 30, 2008. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/avt-event-v2-20080930.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/avt-event.xsd. 

[7] – ContentDirectory:4, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-ContentDirectory-v4-Service-
20130331.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-ContentDirectory-v4-
Service.pdf. 

[8] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory LastChange Eventing, UPnP Forum, September 30, 
2008. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cds-event-v1-20080930.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cds-event.xsd. 

[9] – ConnectionManager:3, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-ConnectionManager-v3-Service-
20130331.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-ConnectionManager-v3-
Service.pdf. 

[10] – XML Schema for ConnectionManager DeviceClockInfoUpdates, UPnP Forum, 
December 31, 2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cm-deviceClockInfoUpdates-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cm-deviceClockInfoUpdates.xsd. 

[11] – XML Schema for ConnectionManager Features, UPnP Forum, December 31, 2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cm-featureList-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/cm-featureList.xsd. 

[12] – XML Schema for UPnP AV Dublin Core. 
Available at: http://www.dublincore.org/schemas/xmls/simpledc20020312.xsd. 

[13] – DCMI term declarations represented in XML schema language. 
Available at: http://www.dublincore.org/schemas/xmls. 

[14] – UPnP Device Architecture, version 1.0, UPnP Forum, October 15, 2008. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/arch/UPnP-arch-DeviceArchitecture-v1.0-
20081015.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/arch/UPnP-arch-DeviceArchitecture-
v1.0.pdf. 

[15] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory Structure and Metadata (DIDL-Lite), UPnP Forum, 
March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/didl-lite-v3-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/didl-lite.xsd. 

[16] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory DeviceMode, UPnP Forum, December 31, 2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmo-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmo.xsd. 

[17] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory DeviceModeRequest, UPnP Forum, December 31, 
2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmor-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmor.xsd.  

[18] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory DeviceModeStatus, UPnP Forum, December 31, 
2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmos-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/dmos.xsd. 
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[19] – ISO/IEC 14977, Information technology - Syntactic metalanguage - Extended BNF, 
December 1996. 

[20] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory PermissionsInfo, UPnP Forum, December 31, 2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/pi-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/pi.xsd. 

[21] – RenderingControl:3, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-RenderingControl-v3-Service-
20130331.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-RenderingControl-v3-
Service.pdf. 

[22] –XML Schema for RenderingControl LastChange Eventing, UPnP Forum, December 31, 
2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/rcs-event-v3-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/rcs-event.xsd. 

[23] – XML Schema for ConnectionManager RendererInfo, UPnP Forum, December 31, 2010. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/rii-v1-20101231.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/rii.xsd.  

[24] – XML Schema for AVTransport PlaylistInfo, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/rpl-v1-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/rpl.xsd. 

[25] – ScheduledRecording:2, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-ScheduledRecording-v2-Service-
20130331.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/av/UPnP-av-ScheduledRecording-v2-
Service.pdf. 

[26] – XML Schema for ScheduledRecording Metadata and Structure, UPnP Forum, March 31, 
2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/srs-v2-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/srs.xsd. 

[27] – XML Schema for ScheduledRecording LastChange Eventing, UPnP Forum, September 
30, 2008. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/srs-event-v1-20080930.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/srs-event.xsd. 

[28] – XML Schema for RenderingControl TransformSettings, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/TransformSettings-v1-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/TransformSettings.xsd. 

[29] – XML Schema for ContentDirectory Metadata, UPnP Forum, March 31, 2013. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/upnp-v4-20130331.xsd. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/schemas/av/upnp.xsd. 

[30] – The “xml:” Namespace, November 3, 2004. 
Available at: http://www.w3.org/XML/1998/namespace. 

[31] – XML Schema for the “xml:” Namespace. 
Available at: http://www.w3.org/2001/xml.xsd. 

[32] – Namespaces in XML, Tim Bray, Dave Hollander, Andrew Layman, eds., W3C 
Recommendation, January 14, 1999. 
Available at: http://www.w3.org/TR/1999/REC-xml-names-19990114. 

[33] – XML Schema Part 1: Structures, Second Edition, Henry S. Thompson, David Beech, 
Murray Maloney, Noah Mendelsohn, W3C Recommendation, 28 October 2004. 
Available at: http://www.w3.org/TR/2004/REC-xmlschema-1-20041028. 
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[36] – DeviceProtection:1, UPnP Forum, February 24, 2011. 
Available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/gw/UPnP-gw-DeviceProtection-v1-Service-
20110224.pdf. 
Latest version available at: http://www.upnp.org/specs/gw/UPnP-gw-DeviceProtection-v1-
Service.pdf. 

[37] – IETF RFC 4122, A Universally Unique Identifier (UUID) URN Namespace, P. Leach, 
Microsoft, M. Mealling, Refactored Networks LLC, R. Salz, DataPower Technology, Inc., July 
2005. 
Available at: http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc4122.txt. 

[38] – Extensible Markup Language (XML) 1.0 (Third Edition), François Yergeau, Tim Bray, 
Jean Paoli, C. M. Sperberg-McQueen, Eve Maler, eds., W3C Recommendation, February 4, 
2004. 
Available at: http://www.w3.org/TR/2004/REC-xml-20040204. 

[39] – Unicode Standard Annex #15, Unicode Normalization Forms, version 4.1.0, revision 25, 
M. Davis, M. Dürst, March 25, 2005. 
Available at: http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr15/tr15-25.html. 

[40] – IETF RFC 3986, Uniform Resource Identifiers (URI): Generic Syntax, January 2005. 
Available at: http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc3986.txt. 

[41] – IETF RFC 1738, Uniform Resource Locators (URL), Tim Berners-Lee, et. Al., December 
1994. 
Available at: http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc1738.txt. 

[42] – XQuery 1.0 An XML Query Language. W3C Recommendation, 23 January 2007. 
Available at: http://www.w3.org/TR/2007/REC-xquery-20070123.  

[43] – ISO/IEC CD 21000-2:2001, Information Technology - Multimedia Framework - Part 2: 
Digital Item Declaration, July 2001. 

[44] – IETF RFC 1321, The MD5 Message-Digest Algorithm, R. Rivest, April 1992. 
Available at: http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc1321.  

[45] – IETF RFC 3174, US Secure Hash Algorithm 1 (SHA1), D. Eastlake et al, September 
2001. 
Available at: http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3174.  

[46] – IETF RFC 4078, The TV-Anytime Content Reference Identifier (CRID), N. Earnshaw et 
al, May 2005. 
Available at: http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc4078.txt.  

[47] – Data elements and interchange formats – Information interchange -- Representation of 
dates and times, International Standards Organization, December 21, 2000. 
Available at: ISO 8601:2000. 

[48] – IETF RFC 3339, Date and Time on the Internet: Timestamps, G. Klyne, Clearswift 
Corporation, C. Newman, Sun Microsystems, July 2002. 
Available at: http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc3339.txt. 

[49] – IETF RFC 2045, Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions (MIME) Part 1:Format of 
Internet Message Bodies, N. Freed, N. Borenstein, November 1996. 
Available at: http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2045.txt. 

This document is a preview generated by EVS

http://www.w3.org/TR/2004/REC-xmlschema-2-20041028/�
http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema.xsd�
http://www.upnp.org/specs/gw/UPnP-gw-DeviceProtection-v1-Service-20110224.pdf�
http://www.upnp.org/specs/gw/UPnP-gw-DeviceProtection-v1-Service-20110224.pdf�
http://www.upnp.org/specs/gw/UPnP-gw-DeviceProtection-v1-Service.pdf�
http://www.upnp.org/specs/gw/UPnP-gw-DeviceProtection-v1-Service.pdf�
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc4122.txt�
http://www.w3.org/TR/2004/REC-xml-20040204/�
http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr15/tr15-25.html�
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc3986.txt�
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc1738.txt�
http://www.w3.org/TR/2007/REC-xquery-20070123�
http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc1321�
http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3174�
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc4078.txt�
http://www.iso.org/iso/en/CatalogueDetailPage.CatalogueDetail?CSNUMBER=26780&ICS1=1&ICS2=140&ICS3=30�
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc3339.txt�
http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2045.txt�



