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Foreword 

This document (EN ISO 16014-5:2012) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 61 "Plastics" in 
collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC 139 “Paints and varnishes” the secretariat of which is held by 
DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by January 2013, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by January 2013. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 16014-5:2012 has been approved by CEN as a EN ISO 16014-5:2012 without any 
modification. 
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Plastics — Determination of average molecular mass and 
molecular mass distribution of polymers using size-exclusion 
chromatography —

Part 5: 
Method using light-scattering detection

1	 Scope

This part of ISO  16014 specifies a general method for determining the average molecular mass and the 
molecular mass distribution of polymers using SEC‑LS, i.e. size-exclusion chromatography coupled with light-
scattering detection. The average molecular mass and the molecular mass distribution are calculated from 
molecular mass data and mass concentrations determined continuously with elution time. The molecular mass 
at each elution time is determined absolutely by combining a light-scattering detector with a concentration-
sensitive detector. Therefore, SEC‑LS is classified as an absolute method.

For the applicability of the method, see ISO 16014‑1:2012, Clause A.1.

2	 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document 
(including any amendments) applies.

ISO 472, Plastics — Vocabulary

ISO 16014‑1:2012, Plastics — Determination of average molecular mass and molecular mass distribution of 
polymers using size-exclusion chromatography — Part 1: General principles

ISO 16014‑2, Plastics — Determination of average molecular mass and molecular mass distribution of polymers 
using size-exclusion chromatography — Part 2: Universal calibration method

ISO 16014‑3:2012, Plastics — Determination of average molecular mass and molecular mass distribution of 
polymers using size-exclusion chromatography — Part 3: Low-temperature method

ISO 16014‑4:2012, Plastics — Determination of average molecular mass and molecular mass distribution of 
polymers using size-exclusion chromatography — Part 4: High-temperature method

3	 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO  472 and ISO  16014‑1 and the 
following apply.

3.1
light-scattering detection
LS detection
a technique for determining the mass or size of polymer molecules in solution by measuring the light scattered 
by the polymer molecules
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