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European foreword 

This document (EN 16572:2015) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 346 “Conservation of 
Cultural Heritage”, the secretariat of which is held by UNI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by January 2016 and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by January 2016. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

Mortars for cultural heritage buildings may fulfil different functions, like masonry mortar, pointing mortar, 
plaster or render mortar and substrate for mural paintings. 

This standard contains terminology and definitions with respect to historic mortars and repair mortars. Both 
mortar types and components are dealt with. Specific damage terms concerning mortars have been included 
in this document. The definitions are divided into 8 sections and these are listed at the beginning of Clause 3. 

Translations of the terms in French, German, Dutch, Italian, Greek, Swedish and Spanish have been 
provided. Translations in other languages may be added in later revisions. 

Although some of the terms defined in this standard are included in other published European Standards the 
aim of this standard is to provide professionals working in the field of cultural heritage with a common 
language for (historic) mortars. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard describes the terminology for mortars used in the field of cultural heritage. 

NOTE In addition to terms used in the three official CEN languages (English, French and German), this European 
Standard gives the equivalent terms in Dutch, Italian, Greek, Swedish and Spanish; these are published under the 
responsibility of the member body/National Committee for NEN, UNI, ELOT, SIS and AENOR and are given for 
information only. Only the terms and definitions given in the official languages can be considered as CEN terms and 
definitions. 

2 Normative references 

Not applicable. 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

NOTE The systematic order used is as follows: 

— general terms mortar/render; 

— functional applications of mortar; 

— binders; 

— production; 

— mortar joints; 

— mortar components; 

— properties of fresh and hardened mortars; 

— types of damage. 

3.1 General terms 

3.1.1 
mortar (en)  
mortier (fr) 
mörtel (de) 
mortel (nl) 
malta (it) 
κονίαμα (gr) 
bruk (se) 
mortero (sp) 
material traditionally composed of one or more (usually inorganic) binders, aggregates, water, possible 
additives and admixtures combined to form a paste used in masonry for bedding, jointing and bonding, and for 
surface finishing (plastering and rendering) of masonry units, which subsequently sets to form a stiff material 
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