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European foreword 

This document (EN 13237:2024) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 305 “Potentially 
explosive atmospheres - Explosion prevention and protection”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by April 2025, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by April 2025. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 13237:2012. 

The significant technical changes between this document and EN 13237:2012 are given in Annex B, 
Table B.1. 

This document has been prepared under a standardization request addressed to CEN by the European 
Commission. The Standing Committee of the EFTA States subsequently approves these requests for its 
Member States. 

For relationship with EU Legislation, see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the United 
Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This document has been produced to assist designers, manufacturers and other interested parties to use 
harmonized terms and definitions (vocabulary) for equipment and protective systems intended for use 
in potentially explosive atmospheres. It describes the vocabulary to be used to give all standards in this 
area an overall uniformity of terminology. Throughout this document, the only hazard considered is the 
explosion of an explosive atmosphere. 

EVS-EN 13237:2024

This docum
ent is a preview

 generated by EVS



EN 13237:2024 (E) 

5 

1 Scope 

This document specifies terms and definitions (vocabulary) to be used in suitable standards dealing with 
equipment and protective systems intended for use in potentially explosive atmospheres within the 
scope of Directive 2014/34/EU. 
NOTE Terms and definitions avoid misunderstandings that are important in relation to the essential health 
and safety requirements of Directive 2014/34/EU. 

2 Normative references 

There are no normative references in this document. 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

ISO and IEC maintain terminology databases for use in standardization at the following addresses: 

— IEC Electropedia: available at https://www.electropedia.org/ 

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp 

3.1 
air flow velocity 
volume of air [m3] which flows through a defined surface [m2] per unit time [s] 

[SOURCE: EN 17077:2018, 3.1] 

3.2 
ambient atmosphere 
normal atmosphere surrounding the equipment and protective system 

3.3 
ambient temperature 
temperature of the air or other media, in the immediate vicinity of the equipment or component 

[SOURCE: EN IEC 60079-0:20181, 3.1, modified – Note 1 to entry, Note 2 to entry and Note 3 to entry have 
been removed] 

3.4 
atmospheric conditions 
conditions with pressures ranging from 80 kPa to 110 kPa and temperatures ranging from −20°C to 
+60°C 

[SOURCE: EN ISO 16852:2016, 3.25] 

Note 1 to entry: EN ISO 16852 will be replaced by EN ISO/IEC 80079-492. 

                                                             
1 As impacted by EN IEC 60079-0:2018/AC:2020-02 and EN IEC 60079-0:2018/A11:2024. 
2 To be published. Stage at the time of publication: FprEN ISO/IEC 80079-49. 
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